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GENERAL AN&ZSTHESIA—A SUGGESTION. 


Ever since chloroform was accepted in human 
surgery there have been veterinary surgeons who 
used it fearlessly and successfully, but it is only 
recently—comparatively speaking—that its employ- 
ment has become universal. Few practitioners, 
when performing an operation of any magnitude, 
now hesitate to give an anesthetic, and the result 
is that our patients are spared much suffering, and 
our operations, in many cases, better performed. 

Thoroughly established in veterinary surgery as 
the practice of anwsthesia now happily is, opinions 
still differ with regard to many details of procedure. 
The various inhalers specially made for the smaller 
animals have not found universal favour, while the 
simpler and quite inexpensive “ jam jar,” warmly 
advocated by some, has recently, in its turn, been 
subjected to adverse criticism. Possibly as much 
depends upon the skill and care of the anesthetist 
as upon the particular pattern of apparatus, but 
there are conflicting views upon other points. Many 
operators withhold food and water for hours after 
recovery from chloroform ; others allow a draught 
of water as soon as the animal will take it. The 
A.C.E. mixture frequently used by medical men is 
well spoken of by some veterinary surgeons, but we 
faney there are many who have never tried this pre- 
paration, though often using chloroform. 


It is some years since the discussion which ac- 
companied the popularisation of chloroform in vet- 
erinary practice died away, and there are hundreds 
of men who since that time have had wide experi- 
ence of its use. There are still differences of opinion 
as to the best and safest means of employing a drug 
~ administration of which must always involve a 
«mount of danger, and differences of opinion 

en result in mutual improvement. 


wn would be more likely to create a 
one of our professional societies 
Anwsthesia ”—especially if the 

oe ad experience of more methods than one, 


pee with the subject in relation to large as 
as stnall animals. 


wish Bain acknowledge the kindly words and good 
Season ae by many correspondents at this 

heartily reciprocate them. 


THE BANQUET. 


When two hundred men sit down to a banquet 
prepared for one hundred and fifty there is trouble. 
Everyone is incommoded and tempers are 1uffled. 
What the mental condition of the providers may be 
we know not. It must be something awful. 

Such troubles are caused by innocent but thought- 
less people who will not say beforehand whether 
they are coming or not. The Organising Commit- 
tee of the Banquet to Sir John M’Fadyean, fixed 
for Jan. 4th, have asked the veterinary journals to 
assist in making known the difficulties which follow 
procrastination, and we willingly do our share in 
trying to persuade those who intend to be present, 
to send at once their request for tickets. It is 
doubtful if after the 30th of December any tickets 
will be available. It is certain that those who 
come at the last moment will cause confusion. 
Under the circumstances we feel sure that our 
readers will appreciate the necessity of early appli- 
cation for tickets to the Secretary— Mr. W. Hunting. 

The Trocadero, where the banquet is to be held, 
is close to Piccadilly Circus and the time is 7.15 p.m 


ANTHRAX IN THE HORSE. 


The following brief notes of a case which occur- 
red in Glasgow last week may be of interest, be- 
cause of the comparative rarity of this disease in 
the horse in this country. 

On 7th inst., at 5.30 p.m., I was called to see a 
grey cab mare which had suddenly taken ill in the 
stable at or about 4 p.m., she had been at work in 
the forenoon, and when seen at 2.30 p.m. had 
fed clean and was apparently all right. When the 
attendant went to harness her at 4 p.m. he noticed 
that something serious was amiss, the animal was 
breathing quickly and seemed pained, and there 
was a slight bloody discharge from both nostrils. 
Shortly after this the one side of the throat began 
to swell, and the nasal discharge gradually disap- 
peared and dried on the nostrils. By the time I 
saw the animal at 5.30 the entire region of the 
throat and inter-maxillary space was very much 
swollen, this swelling extending right down the neck 
in front of the trachea as far as the entrance to the 
chest. The mare seemed much distressed and ex- 
perienced considerable difficulty in breatiing, was 
very restless and uneasy, head drooping and exten- 
ded, she appeared dazed and stupid, pulse was of a 
running-down character, very weak and rapid, and 
the temperature 104. 
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The whole appearance of the animal so completely 
reminded me of a photo of “equine anthrax in 
India” presented to the College Museum by Major 
Marriott, A.V.D., that I at once suspected this was 
the nature of the disease. 

By means of a small incision in the region of the 
throat I obtained a few drops of the bloody inflam- 
matory exudate, which on microscopic examination 
was found to be literally teeming with anthrax 
bacilli. 

The mare only lived till 8 p.m., during which time 
the swelling slowly and gradually increased, she fell 
and died ina few moments. There was no discharge 
from the rectum or vagina during life or after death, 
but a bloody froth exuded from the nostrils. 

The diagnosis of anthrax was confirmed by cul- 
tures and also inoculation experiments. 

As to the probable source of infection there were 
two suspicious circumstances: Firstly, the stud of 
horses had a week previously been allowed daily a 
supply of turnips, these came from a farm in the 
neighbourhood of the city, and although no cases 
of anthrax had been recorded for many years on 
that farm several cases had been reported in the 
locality. Secondly, above the stable yard there is 
a large wool factory, and bales of this material are 
constantly entering and leaving the premises. 

It would appear from the clinical symptoms of 
anthrax in the horse, as if the bacilli gained entrance 
to the lymphatics of the throat and the connective 
tissue of the region by penetration of the mucous 
membrane of the fauces and pharynx, apparently 


directly from the ingesta. 
Joun R. M.R.C.Y.S. 


INTUSSUSCEPTION IN THE HORSE. 


The subject of this note was a van mare, seven 
years old and in good condition, which had been 
bought by the owners, a manufacturing firm, only 
about three weeks before. 

She was being driven home one evening in a four- 
wheeled single van when her driver noticed a similar 
van, belonging to the same firm, standing in the 
road without horse or driver, but with a policeman 
in charge. 

Learning that horse and driver had gone hoine in 
consequence of a breakage in the harness, he took 
it upon himself to attach the van to the one he was 
driving, and the mare thus drew both a distance of 
about two miles. Both vans were empty, or nearly 
so, but both were heavy four-wheeled ones, and 
most of the distance was up-hill. 

The mare ate well and seemed all right that 
evening. The next morning she refused both food 
and water, but as nothing else amiss was percepti- 
ble to the foreman she was taken to work. Return- 
ing to the yard about the middle of the day she was, 
for the first time, noticed to be in pain, and on 
being taken out of harness it was soon seen that she 
was “ griped”’ very severely indeed. 

I saw her about two hours later and treated her 
until the following morning, when I advised the 
owners to have her killed, being fully satisfied that 
I was dealing with a case of twisted intestines. My 


advice was taken and I made a_ post-mortem 
examination. 
The post-mortem revealed no twist, but a complete 


invagination of the czecum into the colon, with 


intense inflammation of the former, the walls of 
which were quite black, very much swollen, and 
could easily be broken up by the fingers. 

Remarks.—There is nothing at all helpful or in- 
structive about the case, for although the lesion is 
not common in the horse, the symptoms, as far as | 
could see, were indistinguishable from those usually 
accompanying volvulus. 

But the question arises: Had the drawing of the 
two vans on the previous evening anything to do 
with causing intussusception ? 

That “strain” and muscular exertion generally 
may cause either volvulus or intussusception, may 
be called a classic theory in both human and veter- 
nary medicine. I have never quite accepted this 
view, but the above case certainly seems to 
support it. M.R.C.V.S. 


ACUTE ERYTHEMA DEVELOPING TO A 
CHRONIC AND SUPPURATIVE FORM. 


Subjects.—Freshly imported pit ponies (Russians) 
working in a pit 640 vards deep, and water very 
salty. 

Ponies’ limbs are perfectly clean when first sent 
down. On third or fourth day after commencing 
work legs begin to swell and are tender to toucl. 
Temperature goes up to 102 or 103°, and ponies lay 
down as soon as sent to stable, not bothering t 
feed. If food is put down on the floor for them 
they will feed. When they have been down the pit 
about a fortnight the fetlocks, fore and hind (where 
they hit the metals) commence to suppurate ; there 
are also suppurating sores on legs up to knees av 
hocks, and in heels. These ponies get into such a 
state that they sometimes lay down at work, and 
notice that when down they endeavour to keep al 
the four legs oft the ground and slightly flexed, © 
ease the pain. After a few days there is a dens? 
scale forms on body where they have been laid - 
the water. (I may say that the water has a similat 
effect on the miners). 

They have been treated with all kinds of gress? 
before going out to work, but to no good. rl 
ment now consists of Liq. Arsenicalis in drinking 
water (water is taken down from top). They are 
painted With lotion composed of I Plumb acel 
Glycerine, Aqua, before going to work and on a 
ing in. This treatment seems to suit them best, 
but they are still in a bad state, and I shoul 
pleased if any member of the profession baving ee 
a similar experience could give me avy ul 
through T'he Veterinary Record on the subject. 

Sheffield. Wm. 


sis 
Since writing you, I have received the following analy 
of the water from the pit Co. : 


Calcium Carbonate —_per gallon 140 grains. 


Calcium Chloride 63 
Magnesium ” 4 oz. 74 ” 
Sodium 140z. 281 » 
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NOTES ON SURGICAL OPERATIONS. 


The study of surgical diseases and operations of 
the domestic animalsincluding horse, ox, pig, sheep, 
goat, dog, cat, fowl, and rabbit forms a very inter 
esting, instructive, and profitable undertaking. The 
greater the mind of the student enquiring into this 
subject the less inclined will he be to ignore any 
animal from which he may derive knowledge, or to 
boast gleefully of his ignorance or non-acquaintance 
with any particular species. 

The knowledge derived from study of the lowest 
species may be the foundation of the superstructure 
of new discoveries. It was so in the work of Pas- 
teur, and that of Metchnikoff and other great 
workers in the domain of medicine. The intelligent 
student neglects nothing that is likely to be of use 
to him in his studies or work. 

However, it is not my present purpose to go 
into the ethics of acquisition of knowledge, but to 
supplement my remarks which appeared in your 
recent issue. 

For many years past surgical sundriesmen have 

kept abreast of knowledge of the surgeon and sup- 
plied him with his demands, one of which was an 
absorbable ligature that would not set up irritation. 
This was produced in the form of sterilised catgut, 
an old material in a new dressing. Experience 
soon showed the surgeon that in its then modified 
form it became too rapidly absorbable from the 
phagocytary action of the living cells, and also in 
part from inbibition of moisture from the fluids 
Which allow the phagocytes to do their destructive 
work in an easier manner. . 
To obviate this, chromic acid was introduced 
into its preparation so as to harden it and enable it 
to resist destruction until such time it was no 
longer required for holding together divided edges 
or occluding important blood vessels. This catgut, 
like silkworm gut, kangaroo tendon, horse hair, and 
other ligature material, is now generally sent out 
sterilised in tubes ready for use so there is no need 
of an operator wasting his time and energy over 
boiling it and rendering it soft and swollen; in fact, 
too swollen to pass through the eye of an ordinary 
surgical needle, and too soft to be of use for the 
purpose it was originally prepared for. 

There are many positions in which an animal 
may be placed “during the administration of a 
seneral anwsthetic ; but there is a great difference 
" opinion as to which is the best or safest. Some 
== down that itis imperative to adopt the sterno- 

‘domnal, others the cervico-dorsal, and a third set 
the luteral. ‘ 

positions the animal may be 
ing the earlier stage of anwesthetisation 
te horizontal standing and the semi-erect, 
Again, in the mare and cow, 
or aliens aa. ewe and sow, in the case of fotal 
oblic lystokia, prolapsus uteri vel recti, ete., 
withers inverted position, the head, neck, and 

© Festing on the ground and the hind quarters 


ta 
Some 2 
operators who have neither assistance nor fixing 


suspended in the air by means of a pulley, is 
often had recourse to, and when in this position the 
animal is, as it should be, carefully anzsthetised. 

For my part I have mostly used the lateral posi- 
tion to anwsthetise the various domestic animals, 
including cat and dog, and have never had occasion 
toregret it. Occasionally I have adopted, during 
the early stage of anesthesia, the horizontal erect or 
semt-erect, but when the animal has fallen have 
converted it into the lateral. 

As to the pattern of apparatus or method of ad- 
ministration of an anesthetic opinions are manifold. 
Some like a cumbrous complicated bit of machinery; 
others an ordinary culinary article; a few a towel, 
duster, or piece of lint; and many a cone of card- 
board or a conical canvas bag. Finally, some pre- 
fer the fern case, bell jar, lethal chamber or an 
ordinary box rendered airtight. 

It is said that the greater the experience of one 
the simpler his methods, and better his results be- 
come with the lesser amount of energy expended. 

Some think that all one is to do is to name an 

apparatus and that will do the trick without skill 
or intelligence on the part of the operator. Surgi- 
cal operations, like billiards, require skill which will 
be in proportion to the practice and intelligence of 
the operator. A poker isa useful instrument in 
the hands of a sane stoker, but a dangerous weapon 
when a madman wields it. <A tight-rope may be 
walked upon by a highly trained man, but a fool 
would probably break his neck if he attempted to 
imitate him. Bad workmen complain of their 
tools. 
We are taught from experience what is con- 
firmed by experiment that the healthy peritoneum 
of the dog and eat is a rapid absorbing sur- 
face for fluid, and also blood and that not much fear 
need be expressed should a little bleeding in the 
abdominal cavity take place from excision of the 
healthy non-puerperal ovaries and uterus. 

Although I have performed this operation without 
ligating on hundreds of animals I have never had 
a fatality from hemorrhage or peritonitis. It seems 
to me that the reason a great number of operators 
dread peritonitis in the dog and cat is because they 
use ligatures or are maladroit. Fumbling about 
in the peritoneal cavity and abrading the peritoneum 
with aseptic (?) fingers produce a suitable soil for 
non-pathogenic germs to develop in, and to become 
pathogenic. Ligatures when introduced into deep 
parts or into the abdominal cavity become foreign 
hodies. Yet we are told although absolute aseptic- 
ism has been used they frequently irritate and 
slough out or set up peritonitis. Hence, the im- 
perative law laid down by many operators that 
asepticism—an impossibility in ordinary practice— 
and antisepticism should be thorough in abdominal 
surgery. 

Some objection is taken to spaying household 
pets on the ground that it does not always remove 
the rutting propensity or that it causes them to be- 
come too fat. I have performed total or complete 
excision of the ovaries and uterus in hundreds of she- 
cats and bitches and have neverobserved any cestral 


tables or hobbles adopt this method. 


signs. To my mind it cannot be otherwise. Ican quite 


| 
4 
J 
3 
2 
5 
4 
| 


432 THE VETERINARY RECORD CLecember 23, 1905 


understand this may occur if ovariotomy is attempted ig on record the pleasure and satisfaction at the 
and perhaps not the whole or any of the ovary or| King’s recognition of his great and devoted services to 
is removed. ‘That it» does ooour after| trary stones (thy, spear) had, 
total rye of — ovaries we must, I suppose, the latter said he regarded his Knighthood not only in 
accept on the authority of many capable and trust-| the nature of a personal honour, but as one in which the 
worthy observers. It does not matter whether an| whole profession shared. (App.) Those who knew Prof. 
animal is rendered neuter (castrated or spayed) or| M’Fadyean, whether as Principal of the Royal Veteri- 


not; it is liable to put on flesh if it is not ailowed to| nary College, as a Member of the Council of the 
R.C.V.S., or as a famous bacteriologist, were able to ap- 


When one is always operating in a place, partic whom he carne incon 

= tact. (App.) He was the acknowledged friend of every 
pus, strangies, puerperal septicemia, GIS-| member of the profession who sought his advice, and he 

temper, etc., abounds it behoves one to use dis-| possessed many other splendid qualities too well known 
infectants,* such as boiling water and chemicals, | to be particularised. T “y must all rejoice at this signal 
soap, and a brush, etc., for the hands, instruments, mark of Royal favour an wish him many years of life 


etc., to lessen the potency of pathogenic organisms |@nd happiness in which to enjoy it. He moved that a 
P Peds 8 apron telegram be sent from the meeting to Sir John M’Fad- 


or virus before it goes into deep-seated parts, especi- th 
ally serous cavities of the rabbit, cat, horse, and ng nt to “CA ee ations and good wishes 
sheep which are excellent places for the cultivation Mr. Goocn lai apuinied the proposition, which 
of micro-organisms. was heartily agreed to, and the telegram was despatched 
OBSERVER. | forthwith. 
The Hon. Sec. read a letter from Mr. T. A. Huband, 
formerly of Cheltenham, tendering his resignation as a 
member of the Association, having left the district and 
MIDLAND COUNTIES’ gone to resite in Berkshire. 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. Mr. Goocu said they would be very sorry to lose an 
old member like Mr. Huband, especially as he was also 


The terl an ex-President of the Association. They had already 
quarterty meeting was held at the Royal Hotel, a few membess who lived more cut of the district than 


Derby, on Thursday afternoon, Nov. 16. The President 
(Mr. W. Hunting, Esq., of London) = moved that Mr. Huband be asked to 
pied the chair, but he was prevented. He telegraphed This. er nis M d ‘od 

is sincere regret, adding that he was kept away by a This was seconded by Mr. Carless, and carried. 

rt heard law case. In his absence, the chair was taken ‘ New MEMBER. 

y one of the vice-presidents, Mr. F. J. Taylor, Bir-| Mr; Newron, of Stone, Staffs., duly nominated at the 
mingham. There were also present :—Messrs. W. Car-| previous meeting, was proposed by the Hon. Sec., 0 
less, Stafford; H.S. Reynolds, Daventry; G. Howe,| behalf of Mr. J. W. Coe (Stoke) who was unavoidably 
Buxton; J.J. Burehnall, Loughborough; F. H. Gib- absent, to be elected a member of the Association. 
bings, Nottingham; F. L. Gooch, Stamford; G. Wart-| This was seconded by Mr. Carless, and agreed to. 


naby, Burton-on-Trent ; Tom C. Fletcher, Sheffield : . r 
and the Hon. Secretary, Mr. H. J. ae : VETERINARY SURGEONS AND PARLIAMENTARY 


The Hon. Sec. announced the receipt of apologies, by | . The Hon, Sec read the circular letter of the Lance 
letter or telegram, from the following: Sir John M’Fad-| Shire Veterinary Medical Association inviting this ss? 
yean, Prof. Pritchard, Messrs. R. C. Trigger, John Blake- | tion to send delegates to a conference to be held in Man- 
way, T.J. Brain, A. B. Forsyth, H. Thackeray, H. L. chester on January 19th next,’ to discuss the questien 
Pemberton, R. Hughes, A. W. Mason, W. Grasby, T. | direct Parliamentary representation for eee 
Chambers, W.S. Carless, F. W. Barling, J. L. Barling, profession. fore them! 

ore 


J. Malcolm, J. Martin, L. C. Tipper, T. Ludlow, A.| Mr. Grepines said the subject had been be 
| Hodgkins, H. Collett, J.T. Allen, W. G. Burndred, | several times, and he for one failed to, see, what s00! 
T. Spencer, and others. could come of it. Even if they ee - ns 
| A Reso.utio a veterinary surgeon to Parliament, what in 
| N oF SYMPATHY. he have ina body of 670 members? He thoug t it 


The Hon. Sec. (Mr. H.J. Dawes) said that as most of sttor i ious Associations tried to I 
them knew, a serious accident had befallen Mr. R. C. question - 
Trigger, who had been in bed over eight weeeks and had might arise. 
there Mr. Burndred hadalso met Mr. Goocu thought that after the opinion ex 
sgh n accident and was unable to attend, and likewise | at the last meeting, they could not reasonably ignore 
r. Parr, of Leicester. He moved that a letter be sent | circular. 
to them in the name of the Association expressing regret} The Hon. SEc. said he presumed the object of the 


pressed 


dd ere > no of their absence and wishing them a safe proposed conference was to test the feeling of the Pr 
This. b fession. Other Associations would no doubt send 
as seconded by Mr. Reynolds and carried. gates and he thought they should do so as WO 
Prof. M’Fapyean’s KNIGHTHOOD. would not be committing to at 
Mr. H. J. Dawes reminded the Associatio even if no good came from the conference ! he 
Pe n of the osed that 
horour which had been conferred upon Prof. M’Fad- least, do no harm. (Hear, hear.) wo ni attend the 


yean, one of their honorary associates, and he th President (Mr. W. Hunting) be req 
ites ought 
they ought not to allow the occasion’ to pass t 
° Antiseptic solutions made with unboiled water have | Was carried. C 
effect if prepared some days before than Tue Evection To Council a givers 
me of an operation. Mr. Goocn, in accordance with notice sed 


he Associ+t100. sid 
he motion, 
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brought forward for discussion some suggestions con- 
cerning the method of election to Council. He said that 
those who preserved their Records would remember 
that at the annual meeting he was rather obstreperous, 
and when he wanted to make some some suggestions, 
he was told that he was out of order, and that he had 
better bring them forward at Association meetings. He 
read a paper before the Eastern Counties’ Association 
in August, when he brought forward a number of 
suggestions which had been thus tabulated : 

(1) That in fnture in publishing the Annual Report 
and Balance Sheet, the attendance of the retiring candi- 
dates be given for the four years for which they have 
been elected; 

(2) That in order to secure a more even distribution of 
seats on Council, the country should be divided into 
sections, with a certain number of candidates from each 
section; or—That each Veterinary Society should 
select one member to represent it on the Council: 
Each teaching school one representative; Board of 
Agriculture one, and Army Weteeinaey Department 
one or more. 

(3) That no member should be eligible for re-election 
who has not attended at least half the Council meetings 
and Committee meetings, to which he has been sum- 
moned during his four years as a member of the Council. 

(4) That all nominations be sent to the Secretary of 
the R.C.V.S. not later than the last day in February, so 
that members residing abroad should not only have the 
names of the candidates who are retiring, but the names 
of all new candidates seeking election, thus giving them 
equal privileges with members at home. ° 

He wished it to be understood that he had no personal 
feeling in the matter, nor was there a single member of the 
Council at the present time against whom he entertained 
the slightest animosity. He was not attacking men at 
all; he was attacking principles. In the first place, he 
— it was wrong that men should be on the Coun- 
cil who did not put in more than one or two atten- 
dances during the year, and if the profession had a re- 
cord of attendances it would be a guide to them how 
to vote. In the second place, he strongly urged the 
division of the country into sections. At present, there 
were 32 members of the Council, and no less than four- 
teen of them resided either in London, or in the imme- 
diate vicinity. He admitted the necessity of having a 
large number of London men for committee work, but 
there Were many men in the provinces who wonld do 
the work if called upon. Then, again, there were three 
represeutatives from one school on the Council, and it 
Was even stated at the Eastern Counties meeting to 
which he had referred that three other members of the 
Council were governors of that particular school, so that 
when a q'estion arose affecting its interests it had a 
oe of six votes to commence with. He thought 
that if they had a proper disposition of seats, an unfair 
preponderance of representation such as that would 
ped be possible. They ought to have every branch 

adequately represented on the Council, 
pa istrict also ought to be represented. Some 
he had suggested was adopted in the 
ackney Society and other kindred institu- 
five pre the arrangement was found to be satisfactory. 
at oal ‘ixmen might put up from a certain district, 
eliwit from that particular district ought to 
aaa ian! ey election. Then, again, a man who had 
wenn oy half the meetings to which he had been 
not to be eligible for re-election, unless, 
or some other reasonable excuse was 
Present Peas aoe. There was one member of the 
who had not attended a single Commit- 
seden wn ast year, and he also had in his mind a 
ings and re who had attended only three Council meet- 
anes the pc ommittee meetings. They did not want 
¢ Council merely for ornament, and such in- 


attention was not fair to the man himself, the Council, 
or the profession generally. With regard to the fourth 
suggestion, he did not see what harm would be done if 
the nominations were closed the last day in February. 
There were agreat many members who residedabroad, and 
unless the Secretary could get the voting papers away by 
February it was pee for him to get them back in 
time for the annual meeting in June. He was sadly 
afraid there was a lack of interest among members of the 
R.C.V.S. in the politics of the profession, seeing that 
only 979 votes were recorded for any one candidate out 
of a total membership of nearly four thousand. There 
must be some reason why they did not vote; either they 
took no interest in the matter, or else they did not 
approve of the present state of affairs. He did not ex- 
pect them all to see eye to eye with him in what he had 
said, but at least he hoped to get the subject thoroughly 
ventilated, and he begged them to accept his repeated 
assurance that he was »cting in all good faith and in 
_— he considered to be the best interests of the pro- 
ession. 

The AcTING-PRESIDENT said he thought the sugges- 
tions were most excellent ones. He was specially struck 
with the suggestion that the country should be mapped 
out into districts, and each district have its own repre- 
sentative, as was done with the Royal Agricultural 
Society and other similar institutions. Another very 
oe go proposal also seemed to him to be that if a man 
1ad not either the time or the inclination to attend more 
than two or three meetings he should be struck off to 
make room for a man who had. 

Mr. Grpsincs said he would like to know what sort 
of pressure Mr. Gooch would bring to bear upon the 
profession to induce them to alter the present state of 
things. He quite agreed that it was unfair for one par- 
ticular teaching school to have so many representatives 
on the Council, but he did not think they ought to lay 
down any hard and fast rule as to the number of meet- 
ings a member of the Council must attend. 

Mr. Carwess said he was in accordance with the 
= of Mr. Gooch’s suggestions, but not with the letter 
of them. 

Mr. Howe believed the suggestions were made in the 
interests of the profession and therefore deserved careful 
consideration. He thought if they were discussed by 
the various Associations the majority would be found to 
be in favour of them. With regard to suggestion No. 2, 
he thought the greatest difficulty would be to get provin- 
cial practitioners to be nominated. The time occupied 
in travelling to and from London would be great, and 
then to find when he got there that there was scarcely 
a quorum would be enough to dishearten any man. He 
agreed that it was unfair that one teaching school should 
virtually have six representatives on the Council. 

Mr. WartNaby said he was not altogether in sym- 
pathy with Mr. Gooch. As things now stood, every man 
had a right to exercise his vote as he thought best. With 
regard to the first suggestion, he would remind them 
that a record of attendances was already given every 
year, andif an elector wanted to know how many meet- 
ings a candidate had attended during the past four years 
it would not be much trouble for him to turn it up for 
himself. He thought there would be great difficulty in 
dividing the country into sections. For his part, he did 
not think it mattered where a man came from so long 
as they had the best men on the Council. | 

Mr. FLetcuer thought the explanation of London 
having greater representation than the provinces was 
that London men were more in touch with one another 
and took a keener interest in the affairs of the profession 
than provincial practitioners, who were very scattered. 
The various Associations had done good work towards 
securing better representation for the provinces upon 
the Council, but even they had considerable difficulty in 
finding men willing to devote their time and money 
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in journeying periodically to London. They were there 
fore obliged to some extent to fall back upon London 
men, and although he ,would like to see more provincial 
men on the Council he was bound to admit that their 
London friends had done a grand work and there was 
no fault to be found with them. As a rule the first 
intimation they got of the election taking place was the 
receipt of the voting papers ; perhaps it would be better 
if they were advised in good time beforehand when the 
nominations were to take place. Members of Council 
to some extent nominated each other. 

Mr. ReyNnoups agreed with Mr. Wartnaby. If the 
provinces had so many representatives in proportion to 
their members, he was afraid London would still be in 
the majority. Veterinary surgeons being more together 
in London seemed to take more interest in things than 
veterinary surgeons in the provinces who were only few 
and far between. 

The Hon. Sec. said he took the line of Mr. Wart- 
naby. It would be very difficult to get an ideal Council 
to suit everyone, and even if Mr. Gooch’s suggestions 
were carried out in their entirety the same difficulties 
would arise. For several years he attended the annual 
meetings of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
and he was surprised at the small attendance. There 
was a great deal of routine work on the Council which it 
would be difficult to get a large number of country 
practitioners to come up for, but which was far less 
trouble to men residing in London. He thought the 
Council on the whole was fairly representative of the 
profession. He agreed with Mr. Gooch that, if possible, 
the papers should be sent out in time to give members 

living abroad the same facilities for voting as those who 
resided at home. 

Mr. Goocu, in reply, said there were not many veteri- 
nary surgeons who kept their record of attendances four 
years, and it would not be much trouble for the infor- 
mation to be furnished at the time of the election. 
There were generally about ten Council meetings a year, 
and most of the Committee meetings were held either 
the day before, the same day, or the day after, so that 
one journey to London was sufficient for the lot. A 
member could put in six or seven attendances on one 
journey. He denied that the bad attendances were by 
the provincial men ; he thought the London men, taking 
them altogether, were the worst attenders. It had been 
said that provincial men would not come forward, but 
that is scarcely the case, because they had had eight men 
come forward for one seat. There were not fifteen at 
the annual meeting this year. It was all very well to 
say they could nominate anyone ; so they could, but 
they would have no chance of getting a provincial can- 
didate against a London man. 


SOME FORMS OF BOWEL COMPLAINT IN 
THE HORSE. 
By J. J. Burcunatt, M.R.C.V.S., Loughborough. 


I propose to consider shortly one or two of the com- 
moner forms, with a few words as to canses and 
prevention. 


Spasmopic Cotic AND [MPACTION or THE CoLOoN. 


Spasmodic colic is defined as a contraction of the 
muscular coats of the intestines. This may occur in 
either the large or the small bowels. 

_The common causes of colic are improper food, food 
given in excessive quantity, irregular feeding, food taken 
when the animal is in an exhausted condition from over- 
work, or long fasting ;and many others which may tend 
of themselves, or in combination to bring about the 
same result. 

_ Symptoms.—These are fairly well known to all prac- 
titioners, e.g. pawing, kicking at the belly, lyin 
with occasional attempts to roll, getting up and shaking 


the body, looking round to the side, sometimes sweating, 
and generally some tympany. The pulse rises during 
the attacks of pain, and subsides somewhat during the 
periods of intermission. 

Excessively acute pain is not always to be looked 
upon as a symptom of an equally dangerous condition of 
disease. It is frequently the contrary, some of the 
sharpest attacks being soonest over. 

On the other hand slow, dull, subacute, symptoms 
are indicative of impaction of the colon, and the pain 
may not thoroughly subside until that state of things is 
relieved. 

Another symptom of impaction of the colon is a ten- 
dency of the animal to back up against the wall, and 
when ina recumbent position he may continue some 
little time fairly quiet. 

Should the impaction be far backward there will pro- 
bably be straining, and the hand being introduced into 
the rectum will be seized upon by the bowel until there 
will be a difficulty in passing it far enough to makea 
satisfactory examination. Enemas in this condition of 
things are not generally retained. 

Treatment.—What we have toaim at in the forms of 
disease already mentioned, are to again set up the peris- 
taltic action, and if necessary to help the bowels to get 
rid of the offending matter. 

Turpentine, one of the oldest, is still, in my opinion, 
one of the most useful agents to be employed in the first 
instance, combined with Linseed oil, and OJ]. menth. pip. 
Ammonia is a favourable remedy with some practi- 
tions. Next in order comes Eserine sulph, hypodermi- 
cally injected. This [ consider the most powerful agent 
we have in the production of peristalsis. Some practi- 
tioners complain that in their hands the action of eserine 
is unsatisfactory. I believe that may be explained in 
the majority of cases by the fact that opium in some 
form has been previously administered. The action of 
eserine injected for some time after a sedative has been 
given will be very slight, or even absolutely n7/. And 
here I venture to suggest that opium in any form 1s 
entirely opposed it its action to the effects we desire to 
produce. evens I have entirely discarded opium 
in the treatment of bend complaints for the last ten or 
twelve years. 

In a considerable number of cases, when peristalsis has 
been set up all thatis necessary has been achieved. But 
should impaction exist, I am of opinion that a full dose 
of physic should be given at once. The turpentine 
treatment may be continued, with Liq. strychnine, o 
Tincture of Nux vomica. But'it is unwise to make @ 
hard and fast rule in the treatment of disease. Eac 
case differs somewhat, and the practitioner must use his 
own discretion. 

Iam not a believer in inflammation of the bowelsas @ 
disease pure and simple. At tie same time we Wr 
doubtedly get a certain amount of inflammation 1 
connection with a protracted case of impaction, a0 
here I think the eliealion of a stimulant to the aba 
men, followed by a rug well wrung out of bot water, 
and occasionally renewed, is of considerable bene t. 


FLATULENT COLIC. 


The seat of this disease may be the large bowel or ws 
stomach. It is caused by the evolution of gases -* 
the fermentation of undigested food. It most i. 
quently occurs in spring when the horses are first — 
out to grass, or from eating a large quantity of on 
or other succulent food, or a sudden access to st * 
food when the animal is on a dry diet, in which ag 
will be apt to consume as much as possible 10 sand 
at his disposal, with little regard to its mastication. dis 

Symptoms.—These are very pointed. They the 
tention of the abdomen, especially noticeable ° 
right side, accompanied in an ordinary 
usual colicy pains. It will be observed that the 
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lies down more carefully than in the other forms of colic. 
Indeed when the tympany is very great, he may refrain 
from doing so, and will lean against the wall or standing. 
The breathing is much interferred with, and is short and 
catchy. 

When the stomach is the seat of affection, probably 
the most distinguishing features are the attempted eruc- 
tations of gas up the cesophagus, and occasional retch- 
ings, with the trickling of greenish mucons down the 
nostrils. When in a recumbent position he may sit up 
on his haunches to relieve the pressure upon the dia- 
phragm. 

Treatment.—Turpentine and Ol]. menth. pip. are very 
useful in these cases. If the tympany is excessive, punc- 
turing of the colon may be resorted to. This operation 
may be performed without fear of any untoward result, 
providing it is done antiseptically and with every re- 
gard to cleanliness. Personally, I have not always ob- 
tained the good results from this operation that some 
practitioners claim to have done. On insertion of the 
trocar gas may pass freely fora short time, and then is 
exhausted. A second insertion may have a like result, 
oreven no gas will be found at all. Altogether the 
amount of gas liberated does not seem tc be great. 
Probably the reason is that I have not persevered 
further, but have generally confined myself to a couple 
of punctures. I hope to hear the experience of other 
members on the subject. 


ENTERITIS (SO-CALLED). 


My reason for introducing this form of disease, is not 
that itis socommon, but that it is one of the most 
interesting, and one that requires further elucidation. 

Williams in his “ Principles and Practice of Veteri- 
nary Medicines” says, “ Enteritis, or inflammation of 
the bowels, may sately be stated to be the most rapidly 
fatal inflammatory disease, destroying life in the course 
of a few hours. Indeed it is very doubtful whether the 
disease recognised as enteritis by veterinarians, is a true 
inflammation at all, as its course and progress, rapid 
termination, and post-mortem appearances tend to con 
firm the opinion that it partakes more of the nature of 
than of inflammation.” 

Mr. H. Caulton-Reeks, in his book upon the “Com- 
mon Colies of the Horse,” suggests that it may be due 
to bacterial infection of the blood stream, commencing 
from the intestines. 

Symptoms.—The most diagnostic symptom is the in- 
tense abdominal pain, which is practically continuous, 
With scarcely a moment’s intermission, and which seems 
to increase in intensity as the case proceeds. The pulse 
a and rapid and in time becomes almost impercep- 

‘ble. The intensity of the pain, and the anxious and 
opeless expression on the face of the patient render 
a the most distressing of all the bowel diseases. When 

In sangrenous stage is reached, respite at last takes 
data this is only for a short time, as death soon 
ens One of the principal characteristics of this 

ved the shortness of its duration. I have en- 
poet to recall the length of time the cases that have 
able os er my care have lasted from the first notice- 

ours tom to death. And I think from four to nine 

— be a fair estimate of the duration of the 
ae Post-mortem appearances are very striking. In 
d oubtfnl if ¢ an inexperienced person might be very 
al if the animal had died from bowel disease at 
me health, Peritoneal coat may be almost as bright as 
instead of b ut grasp a fold of the double colon, and 
eltine owel tissue, it feels like a piece of thick soft 
found to b . cutting into the bowel the wall will be 
© irom one-half to three-quarters of an inch in 
intensely dark © mucous membrane thickened, and of an 
are ing ark purple colour. The contents of the bowel 

semi-fluid condition, due to the amount of 


effusion which has been poured out. The effusion of 
serum into the walls also accounts for their thickening. 
The contents are a dull red in colour, due to the admix- 
ture of extravasated blood, shewing that a considerable 
rend must have escaped. It might be suggested 
that the fluidity of the contents was due to the physic 
which had been administered during the progress of the 
disease, but the same thing exists when the animal has 
received no medicine whatever. 

One of the last cases that has come under my notice 
in which I had the opportunity of making a post- 
mortem examination, was that of a Shire stallion. He 
had had a hard season, and had got a bit low in condi- 
tion. After the season, was over he was put into a big 
loose box, as was the usual custom, and was noticed to 
be improving rapidly in condition. One night early in 
Angust he was seen apparently all right at nine o’clock 
and at five o’clock the next morning was found dead, and 
had evidently been so some little time. The bedding 
showing signs of considerable disturbance. 

Later in the day I made a post-mortem examination, 
and found things as I have just described. 

That this disease arises from a cause quite different 
from the other forms of bowel disease there can be 
no doubt; and it seems to offer a field for investigation. 

Prevention.— In considering the question of preven- 
tion we must naturally also look at the causes. 

Farm horses undoubtedly suffer more from bowel 
complaints than any other class of animal. The condi- 
tions under which they work, and are fed, tend gener- 
ally to its production. 

First there 1s the long period of time they go without 
food, and secondly the unsuitability of the food. As a 
rule they leave the stable by seven o’clock in the morn- 
ing and do not return before three, sometimes later. (I 
am speaking of things as they exist in my own district). 
Sometimes the work is heavy and they return in an ex- 
hansted condition. I find that the young horses suffer 
most after the extra long days. 

The food generally consists of chaff and meal of 
various kinds, upon which they are fed for several hours, 
followed by a quantity of long fodder, generally clover 
or rye-grass, waleh is put into the racks to be consumed 
during the night. 

It is perhaps not so much the food as the mode of its 
preparation mt isat fault. The chaff, generally oat 
or barley straw, is cut by a chaff cutter attached to the 
threshing machine, and is cut much too short, averag- 
ing from one quarter to half-an-inch in length. Some- 
times a little cut hay or clover is added, not always. 
This is placed in a cistern, damped, or frequently very 
much wetted, and mixed up with the meal. It is not at 
all unusual to see an inch or two of water at the bottom 
of the cistern. Occasionally pulped roots are added. 
This I consider an advantage, especially in the spring, 
aad if no other damping is used. ie 

Another evil is the wetting of the chaff with linseed 
cake water, generally known as “oil-cake slop.” This 
greases the food and makes 1t more eisy for the animal 
to bolt it without mastication, thus losing almost en- 
tirely the grinding by the teeth, and the admixture of 
the salivary fluid. Some of the worst stables for colic [ 
have known have been those where this system pre- 
vailed. I believe if more hay of a good quality was 
chaffed, the corn crushed and fed in a dry condition, it 
would not only be less dangerous, but much more 
economical. 

Farm horses especially consume much more long 
fodder than is necessary and also waste a considerable 
quantity by pulling it under their feet. | 

Where possible the horses should go into the stable 
for an hourinthe middle of the day—what is called 
working two noons. Or in case the work lay far from 
home nosebags might be used, while the men are hav- 
ing their morning ‘lunch. 
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Horses should be watered more frequently than is 
usually the case. They should have the opportunity of 
drinking certainly four times a day, and whether it is 
given before or‘after feeding (I prefer the former), 
whichever the usual custom is, it should be adhered to. 

Also more attention might be paid to the teeth, in 
both middle-aged and old horses. And certainly cases 
occur in both three and four-year-olds, in which the 
rasp may be lightly run over the molar with consider- 
able benefit. 

DIscussIon. 


Mr. CaRLeEss said they were all very grateful to Mr. 
Burchnall for his interesting and instructive paper. He 
thought the commonest form of sbieninal isorders 
were due to the abeyance of the peristaltic action for the 
time. Mr. Burchnall said he never gave opium, inclu- 
ding of course morphia. There he disagreed with him. 
There was morphia in that excellent drug chlorodyne, 
and he (the speaker) regarded it as his sheet anchor in 
abdominal pain in the horse, in fact he could not say too 
much in its praise, though probably turpentine, the old 
favourite remedy, had a similar effect. He sometimes 
used turpentine for two hours or less if the pain was 
severe, and the result was very beneficial, and he also 
found the administration of turpentine internally in 
sinall doses very efficacious. Oil he never used, as it 
gave the mouth a nauseous taste, and a horse often re- 
fused to eat again, even when it was well. Passing on 
to the awful condition in which they sometimes found 
the colon, he had often thought it was due to accidental 
circumstances, which Professor Walley described as dis- 
location of the colon. Death was almost inevitable in 
those cases, and it often happened that the animal was 
left all right at night, and it was dead in the morning. 

Mr. Goocu thought the subject one of the most inter- 
esting that had come before them fora long time. He 
was with the previous speaker with regard to opium, 
though his sheet anchor was not chlorodyne. He invaria- 
bly gave a subcutaneous injection of morphia and 
atropine, and he did not think it could be used too early. 
With regard to the use of the trocar, it was said that 
by inserting it too often they might injure the bowel, 
but he had seen it inserted a great many times without 
anyone being able to tell. In the least case of flatulency 
he had no hesitation in puncturing. Mr. Burehnall had 
laid stress upon the periods of feeding ; he thought they 
got a good many cases of colic through improper feed- 
ing, which often created more gas than anything else. 
The question of watering, also, was very important. The 
horse’s stomach was of very small capacity, and water 
often forced undigested food into the base intestine too 
soon. He gave an experience of his own. He was sent 
for one night and found the animal’s pulse normal. He 
thought it was an ordinary case of colic. Later on the 

ulse was 70, and the next day it was normal again, and 
it kept so fora day or two. Then the pulse increased 
and there was intermittent pain. He started fomenta- 
tions and applied other remedies, but the animal died 
and a post-mortem examination revealed a small rupture 
in the large colon. He would like the opinion of the 

members present as to whether the rupture was the 
original canse of the trouble, or whether it had taken 
eye just before death. The condition of the rupture 
ed him to believe that it had been there all the time. as 
mortification had set in. ; 
Mr. WARTNABY said his experience was that if an 
animal had proper feeding and was baited say in the 
middle of the day there were very few cases of colic. He 
thought this class of case varied very much according 
to the districts and the customs in the matter of feeding 
and watering that prevailed in those districts. In his 
district animals were generally baited in the middle of 
the day, and they did not get much colic. He was rather 


surprised to hear the essayist say he did not use opium, ;@ue to Mr. Burchnall for having -undertaken to 


He (the speaker) thought morphia was one of the finest 
agents they could use. He generally used it hypodermi- 
cally and if he did not get relief in a short time he gave 
a dose of physic. If they failed to do that he thought Wy 
they were losing valuable time. He did not agree Wy 
with one of the previous speakers who that 
oil was more nauseating than aloes. He (Mr. Wartnaby) 
generally gave a dose of oil and a dose of turpentine, 
and he often did that in cases where other men might | 
apply a different treatment. He sometimes gave a dose 
of of with a little sulphuric ether when he had a horse 
with colic pains as the result of a cold. With regard to 
eserine, he had used it and had many cases of rupture 
of the bowels which he considered due to that. He had 
therefore dropped the use of eserine, and his cases of 
rupture had certainly very much decreased. With regard 
to the case of rupture mentioned by Mr. Gooch, he 
thought the rupture must have taken place near death. 
Mr. FLETCHER said he came to that meeting asa visi- 
tor for the express purpose of hearing what his old 
friend, Mr. Burchnall, had to say upon so_ inter 
esting a subject as bowel trouble. He was certainly not 
struck with the treatment which the essayist adopted, 
though perhaps many practitioners took a course of their 
own with results satisfactory to themselves and their 
clients. With regard to eserine, which many practi 
tioners fancied, he was bound to say it was a drug upon 
which he would not like to pin his faith ; its action was 
very powerful and often very unsatisfactory. Alloes, in 
cases of impaction, was perhaps the sheet anchor of the 
veterinary profession, and following on that, some form 
of alkali, or some liquid to assist the aloes was all that 
was needed. With regard to the question of puncturing, 
in the use of the trocar and canula it was his opinion 
that the trocar was cot well made. He had had itin 
his mind to try and perfect it some time by introducing 
into the handle a small lancet, so that a small tap from 
a pocket knife would make a sufficient opening tor the 
introduction of the trocar instead of being obliged to 
apply the force that was now sometimes necessary. He 
had used and would also recommend the use of a small 
trocar for introduction per rectum. , 
Mr. REYNOLDs regarded the paper as a very practical 
one. He himself relied solely on chloral, carbolic acid, 
and a large dose of ammonia given in balls. The advat- 
tage of the ball was that nothing was spilled, but i 
they gave liquid to a horse that had gas coming up they 
often did more harm than good. 
Mr. Gresincs said that his, experience was that coli¢ 
was nothing like so common as it used to be. It was 4 
rare thing for him now to have a case of colic, but when 
first he went to Nottingham he constantly had thew. 
He had used chlorodyne for twenty years and used pre 
tically nothing else. With regard to tympanic oko 
sulpho-carbonate of soda and chloric ether acted _ 
magic. Another remedy was a cold application to : 
skin. He was once called to a case and had no drugs : 
anything to administer. He wetted a sheet and pu ; 
round the animal, repeating the operation every e 
minutes, and the patient recovered. / of 
Mr. Howr said one of the common primary — 
colic which had not been mentioned was liver affection 
In cases in which the liver acted sluggishly there 


sted colic. 
undue fermentation, and the indirect result = oe 
That was why he believed in aloes. He bac n 

om influenZ- 


This was his remedy : Aqueous solution of Soda 
with half, to one pint of Maoneed oil, shake well on 
Sulph. ether loz., Tinct. of ginger $0z., an . He 
40z., followed by a physic ball if thought ree and 
had also found hyposulphite of soda, and whisky 
water useful in flatulent colic. - tion were 
The Hon. Sxc. said the thanks of the Associate 
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paper at very short notice, and it was a matter of very 
great regret to him that there was not a larger atten- 
dance. They would all agree with Mr. Burchnall as to 
the causes and symptoms of bowel complaint, but there 
was certainly a divergence of opinion with regard to 
treatment. He shared Mr. Burchnall’s views more than 
some of the speakers, for he, like Mr. Burchnall, did not 
believe in opium, neither did he believe much in chloro- 
dyne. In many cases he gave carbonate of ammonia in 
water and the results had been astonishing. If he did 
not get relief in an hour, he gave a dose of physic, and 
followed it up with small doses of carbonate of ammonia 
and nux vomica. With reference to puncturing the 
bowels, he believed they could puncture without any 
fear, and a post-mortem proved that it was almost im- 
possible to tell where the trocar had penetrated. He 
attended a stud of 70 or 80 horses and they were re- 
peatedly having cases of colic. Now, the animals came 
in hot from wo.k and they found water and food in front 
of them, and cases of colic had become the exception 
rather than the rule. 

Mr. ReynoLps thought the previous speaker would 
find it easier to give carbonate of ammonia in balls in- 
stead of a drench. 

The AcTiING-PRESIDENT said he had made several 
notes and fully intended contributing to that most 
interesting discussion, but unfortunately time com- 
pelled him to be very brief. He would like first of all 
to add his tribute of praise to Mr. Burchnall for his very 
excellent paper, and though he may have covered some 
familiar ground, he had provided - tse with ample food 
for reflection. This was his stock colic draught for 
tympanitic colic :-- 


Glycerine 
Pulv. Ammon C. 
Tr. Nux Vom. 
Spt. Aether nit. 3). 
Ac. Carbol 4). 


in a pint of cold water. 


Mr. BurcHNALL, in reply, said he had been rather 
severely criticised for the statement that he never used 
opium. He was afraid he had been somewhat mis- 
understood, as he did not condemn the use of opium. 
His reason for not using morphia was that they were 
undoing with one hand what they were trying to do 
With the other. He thought Mr. Fletcher’s was a good 
idea with regard to the use of the trocar per rectum. 

IS experience was different to that of Mr. Gibbings as 
to the decrease of bowel trouble. He agreed with Mr. 
Howe, and although he had not mentioned the liver as 
® cause of stomach trouble he hd not overlooked it, but 
ne of making his paper too long. There was no 
a t that a horse with a sluggish liver was leading up 
0 bowel complaint for several days before there were 
visible signs of it. He should think it was a risk to 
= ammonia in solution as Mr. Dawes did; he had 

“Tye tried ammonia hinself. With regard to watering, 
the pes — was to let his horses drink as much as 
nasa a they came into the yard before going 
Gibty the motion of the Hon. Sec., seconded by Mr. 
for ede vote of thanks was accorded Mr. Burchnall 

. IS paper, and he was requested to allow it to be 
—~< in the minutes. 
also for his services in the 
tea together, as fe — the meeting those present had 

H. J. Dawes, F.R.C.V.S., Hon. Sec. 


at Roserr Kocn has been awarded the Nobel 
covert medicine for this year for his work and dis- 
les In the treatment of tuberculosis. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY SOCIETY. 


A special meeting was held at the King’s Head Hotel, 
Horsham, on Thursday, the 14th inst. The chair was 
taken by the President, Mr. F. W. Wragg, F.R.C.V.S., 
of London: Present—-Messrs. J. T. Angwin, Arundel; 
G. W. Bloxsome, Hove; B. H. Benson, Bognor; H. E. 
Audley Charles, Brighton; W. A. Collins, Tenterden; 
H. Hall, East Grinstead; H. Haywood Jeffries, Guild- 
ford; G. H. Livesey, Hove; R. H. Pinching, Horsham; 
Rh. Roberts, Tunbridge Wells; H. Smith and J. Alex. 
Todd, Worthing; together with the following visitors :— 
Dr. Juckes; Messrs J. H. Callow, R. E. , eg A. D. 
Collins, and E. A. Baker, Horsham; and F. T. Walder, 

On the proposition of Mr. Benson, seconded by Mr. 
H. E. Au ley Charles, the minutes of the last meeting 
as published in 7’he Veterinary Record were taken as 
read and confirmed. 

The PRESIDENT, before proceeding with the business 
on the agenda, referred to the death on the previous 
Saturday of their old friend and colleague, Mr. Fred 
Spencer, of Basingstoke. Mr. Spencer, he observed, was 
for some two years Secretary of the Society, and last 
year he filled the oftice of President, and he was sure his 
kindly feeling, gentlemanly bearing, and the great 
interest he always took in the Society, must have en- 
deared him to every member. (Hear, hear.) They all 
deplored his loss very much indeed, and he thought the 
least they could do that day was to pass a resolution of 
very sincere condolence with the widow and family. 
(Hear, hear.) He took it upon himself to make a propo- 
sition to that effect. 

Mr. Roserts thought this proposition would hardly 
require a seconder, but he would like to endorse every 
word their President had said. ang og | he had only 
known Mr. Spencer for a short time, but he had found 
in him quite a congenial spirit, a man of few but sincere 
words, and a true friend. He was sure that, as the 
President had said, they all deplored his loss very 
sincerely indeed. He seconded the resolution. 

The resolution was then agreed to, the members signi- 
fying their assent by rising to their feet. 

The PrestpeEnt said their Hon. Sec., Mr. Todd, had 
very kindly taken the trouble to get a wreath sent in the 
name of the President and members of the Association, 
and he proposed that they thank him for his kindness 
and direct that the expense of the same should be de- 
frayed out of the funds of the Society. 

Mr. Hau seconded, and the proposition was agreed 
to nem. con. 

The PrestpENT remarked that it had also been sug- 
gested thats their friend Mr. Spencer was to be buried 
at three o’clock that day, it would only be paying fitting 
respect to his memory if they were to — for half- 
an-hour while the funeral was taking place. He did 
not want to make a formal proposition to that effect, 
and if there was no objection he would take it that they 
approved. 

r. Roperts: Iam sure the other members are of 
the same opinion. 

[The meeting then 

On resuming, the Hon. Sec. (Mr. J. Alex. Todd) an- 
nounced that an invitation had been sent to Lord Turn- 
our, the Member for the Horsham Division, to attend 
that meeting as a visitor. Lord Turnour took a keen 
interest in hutting and horses generally, and he thought 
that consequently his lordship would have derived con- 
siderable pleasure from listening to Mr. Bloxsome’s paper, 
but unfortunately he was unable to be there. The letter 
he had received from Lord Turnour ran as follows :— 
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Shillinglee Park, Petworth, 
Nov. 26, 1905. 

Dear Mr. Todd, 

lt is with very great regret that I find myself un- 
able to accept the kind invitation of the Southeru 
Counties Veterinary Society to be present at their 
meeting at Horsham on December ath. I am taking 
that week a short rest at Brighton which I am rather in 
need of after an arduous political campaign with the pros- 
pect of much harder work in the near future; and it 
would be in the highest degree inconvenient for me to 
bein Horsham that day. As regards what you say in 
your letter respecting the respresentation of the veteri- 
nary profession in the House of Commons, I am dis- 
tinctly of opinion that you willonly be taking a judic- 
ious and proper course in endeavouring to secure the 
election ot an M.R.C.V.S. to Parliament. Nowadays, 
in my humble opinion, when almost every profession is 
organised and represented in Parliament, it behoves any 
—— that is not so organised to rapidly become so. 

personally should welcome the presence of a M.R.C.V.S. 
in Parliament, whatever his political views were, be- 
cause it is probable that as a representative of your pro- 
fession he would support the movement which nearly 
all of us who are agricultural members are in favonr of 
for grappling effectually with the question of the 
national cers supply. Again, I regret that I cannot be 
— on Dec. 14th to welcome the Society to Hors- 

am.—Yours very truly, 

TURNOUR.” 


Mr. Topp said he had also received letters or tele- 
oe of regret at inability to be present from Col. F. 
uck, Col. F. Smith, A.V.D., Major R. Butler, A.V.D., 
Prof. Hobday, Prof. Axe, and Messrs. J. 7. Burden. E. 
Whitley Baker, R. Barron, T. Bolton, W. Caudwell, C. 
Carter, T. B. Goodall, E. R. Harding, W. Hunting, A. 
Maynard, J. B. Martin, J. C. Mundy, C. Pack, G. Parr, 
J. W. Pritchard, C. Roberts, H. Redford, P. J. Simpson, 
H. G. Simpson, E. Lionel Stroud, C. A. Squair, R. A. 
ye J. E. Wallis, A. Wheatley, D. Wyllie, and A. C. 

ild. 

The consideration of a circular letter from the Royal 
Sanitary Institute, re the Bristol Congress in July, 1906, 
was deferred until the next meeting of the Society. 

The cirenlar letter from the Lancashire Veterinary 
Medical Association on the subject of Parliamentary 
representation was read. 

he Hon. Sec. added that he had replied to Mr. G H. 
Locke acknowledging this communication, and stating 
that it would be decided to-day whether they would send 
delegates. 

The Prestpent: I may tell you, gentlemen, that at 
our last meeting a resolution was carried approving of 
the idea that the profession should be represented in 
Parliament, and seeing that we have started to take an 
interest in this matter, I certainly think it advisable 
that a delegate should be appointed to represent us at 
this meeting at Manchester. I should like to propose 
that our Hon. Sec. be appointed a delegate to represent 
our Society. 

Mr. H. Smirn seconded, and the resolution was 
carried. 

Mr. Topp remarked that he should be glad if some 
other member or members could be induced to attend as 
well, and 

Mr. Roserts suggested that perhaps their President 
“— see his way to accompany Mr. Todd. 

he PRESIDENT said that no doubt he should be at the 
meeting, but he would rather go there with a free hand. 

Mr. Roserts : I think it would reflect honour on our 
Society, gentlemen, if our President would attend as a 
delegate. It would strengthen his own hands to some 
extent, and I am sure his presence as a delegate would 
also be a great assistance to Mr. Todd. (Hear, hear.) 


The PRESIDENT remarked that as the members were 
so kind as to put it in that way, he did not think he 
could refuse, and he would consequently promise to do 


get a representative of their profession into Parliament, 
he saw a great many difficulties in the way of its realisa- 
tion, and he hoped a practical and workable scheme 
would be prepared for submission to the delegates next 


not say anything against it. (Applause.) 


safe in our President’s and Mr. Todd’s hands. 

Mr. Topp suggested that they should appoint a third 
delegate while they were at it, and there being appar: 
ently a desire that this should be done, he proposed the 
name of Mr. H. E. Audley Charles. 

This was seconded by Mr. Roberts, and also carried 
unanimously. 

The PRESIDENT called attention to the proposal to 
give acomplimentary dinner to Sir John M’Fadyean in 
recognition of the honour His Majesty had recently con- 
ferred upon him, and extended a cordial welcome to all 
the members of that Society to take part in that gather- 
ing. He was quite sure all those who could get away 
would be only too pleased to join in thus doing honour 
to a man who had done soimuch both for the veterinary 
profession as a profession, and for mankind in general. 

r. suggested thait they should not only 
make a special effort individually to attend the wey od 
mentary dinner to Sir John next month, but that they 
should also as a Society congratulate him on the wel 
deserved honour the King had conferred upon him. 

The Prestpent: Will you propose that. : 

Mr. Rozerts: Yes, I shall be only too pleased. We 
all know Sir John very well, and [ am _ sure he must 
have endeared himself to the hearts of all veterinary 
surgeons, 

r. H.Smiru seconded, and the proposition was at 
once carried by acclammation, the drafting of the res 
lution of congratulation being left to the Hon. Sec. 

Messrs. C. Perrce, F.R.C.V.S., Paddington, R. 
PrncuinG, M.R.C.V.S., Horsham, and J. E. W or 
M.R.C.V.S., Hailsham, who had been duly propose 
and seconded at the previous meeting in London, wert 
formally elected members, op the propositicn of Mr. 
Smith, seconded by Mr. W. A. Collins. : P 

The following gentlemen were also nominated for 
election at the next meeting of the Society to be he 
at Southampton in March : Mr 

Messrs. J. H. Cattow, Horsham, by 
Smith, and seconded by Mr. Todd; 
Horsham, by Mr. Jeffries, seconded by Mr. i 
F. T. WaLper, Crawley, by Mr. Todd, seconded by 
Benson. 

A number of post-mortem specimens 
before the meeting by Mr. Bloxsome, 
Livesey, of Hove, and Mr. Angwin, of 
were inspected with much interest by th 

(To be continued.) 


were next laid 
of Hove, 
Arundel, a0 
e members. 


LANCASHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


otel, 

The quarterly meeting was held at the Gr 
Manchester, on Dec. 7, the President, W. - om Wok 
in the chair, and the attendance included 
stenholme, W. A. Taylor, Faulkner, Sumner, Fergit 
Woods, Brittlebank, McKinna, F. G. Jones 


son, Giblin, Norbury, Noar, Richardson, 


his best for them. For himself, although he quite ad- 7 
mitted that it would be a splendid thing if they could © 


month. He should be pleased to represent the Associa- 4 
tion at the Conference, and if he could not say anything J 
in favour of the scheme they could rest assured he would |= 


Mr. Roserts: I am quite sure we shall be perfectly e 
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Adamson, Stafford Jackson, Chorlton, Gubbin, Stent, 
Ingram, Worthington, and G. H. Locke. 

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs. 
Abson, Prof. Williams, Prof. Hobday, Carter, Holburn, 
Hodgkins, Marshal], and Campbell. 

On the motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. Faulk- 
ner, - minutes of the last quarterly meeting were taken 
as read. 

A letter of resignation from Mr. Joseph Kendall, 
Barrow-in-Furness, was read. 

Mr. WoLSTENHOLME pro 
accepted with regret. Mr. 
it was approved. 

Mr. G. H. Locks submitted the minutes of the Coun- 
cil meeting held in Manchester, on Friday, October 13, 
1905, in reference to the subject of Parliamentary repre- 
sentation. At that meeting the following resolution was 
passed—“ That this Association invite all the other 
veterinary societies of Great Britain and Ireland to ap- 
point delegates (not exceeding three in number), and any 
member of the profession interested, to meet at some 
centre to discuss the matter.” 

lt was further resolved that the meeting be held in 
Manchester (as being a convenient centre) on January 
19, 1906, at ll a.m. Another resolution delegated the 
duty of arranging for a room and defraying expenses to 
the Council of the L.V.M.A. 

The Secretary stated that three hundred circulars 
had been sent out and replies from various societies were 
coming in. He would be glad to have an expression of 
opinion as to the room to be engaged. 

_Mr. Lawson moved that, provided the accommoda- 
tion was snflicient at the Grand Hotel, the meeting 
should be held there. After being seconded by Mr. 

Faulkner, this was approved. 

Messrs. J. Manchester; E. E. Woop, 
Chester; and W. BuRNDRED, Hanley, were nominated for 
membership by Mr.G H. Locke. 

Mr. WoLsTENHOLME, as Treasurer, called attention 
toa member of the Society, who had not paid any sub- 
scription since his election. Mr. Faulkner proposed 
that a registered letter be sent calling attention to this 
and allowing seven days in which to pay the arrears, fail - 
ing which the name should be struck off the list of mem- 

rs asa defaulter. 

: r. Lawson seconded, and it was carried. 

Resechce H. Locke brought forward the subject of that 
combining with the Liverpool V.M.A. and 
a ; orth Wales Society in making arrangements for 
Veto theoming visit to Liverpool of the National 
bce 4 Association. He said that the idea had got 

the Lancashire Association had_already 
ged itself to assist, but that it was not so. It would 
that at the last quarterly meeting Prof. 
= that the three Associa- 
ine, but no resolution was proposed 
: Mr. Taytor asked that the notes taken on the sub- 
should be read. 

Pr na = H. Locke complied with this request and said 

Sete Suggestion made that the Presidents and 

‘ae — should form a Committee to make the neces- 
ngements, 

iveepool Gon said that in connection with the 
niversity Veterinary Medical Association a 

ong - meeting had been held, and they decided to 
the Nati ¢ name of the Committee, an invitation to 
meeting cterinary Association to hold its next 
accepted ool, and that invitation had been 

fore th € sudject will again be brought forward 
entertain the meeting, and a Committee formed to 

National Association. The Lancashire 
nd the North Wales V.M.A. could, he thought, 


re] 
idee being invited to co-operate in such enter- 


sed that the resignation be 
aulkner seconded this, and 


«JL, 
. 


Mr. TayLor asked how the expenses would be borne. 
He presumed that a certain number of tickets would 
be presented to invited guests and there would be 
considerable expense. Would the three Societies bear 
this equally ? 

Mr. SHareE-Jones replied that it was a question 
which would have to be dealt with by the Committee 
of the various Societies. Further than that he could 
not make any statement. 

Mr. FAULKNER thought it to be almost certain that 
the Lancashire Association would do its level best in 
assisting to make the festivities a success. He was not 
clear that their rules would enable them to votea sum 
of money for social functions of this kind, but inde- 

ndent of that supposing the rules did not permit of 
it he felt sure that they would rise to the occasion 
and give their enthusiastic support and countenance 
to the Liverpool Society. 

Mr. SuMNER remarked that he had the honour to be 
the Chairman of the Provisional Committee in Liver- 
pool. That Committee does not undertake the social or 
entertainment side of the visit of the National Veteri- 
nary Association. He understood it to be usual for a 
local committee, other than the Provisional Committee, 
to be appointed who shall have the onus of arranging 
suitable entertainment. He thought there would be 
little call on their finances. He had served on the Local 
Committee when the Association visited Windermere, 
and the cost per head was two or three pounds. That 
Committee paid for the expenses attending the social 
side of the meeting. Such a Committee had not yet 
been formed in Liverpool, but when it was he under- 
stood it would be representative of the three Societies. 

Mr. TAyYLor assumed there would be no necessity to 
call ‘upon the funds of the various Societies. 

Mr. SuMNER replied that if the Societies felt disposed 
they could vote a sum of money towards the entertain- 
ments, but the onus of the entertainment would abso- 
lutely be upon the shoulders of the Local Committee, 
who would not pledge the Society further than they 
wished to go. 

Mr. Woops considered that a subscription might be 
made under Rule 1 which is as follows :—“ The eleve- 
tion of the social standing of the profession generally.” 

Mr. FAULKNER proposed, as the outcome ot the dis- 
cussion, that this Society agrees to support the Com- 
mittee organised in connection with the visit to Liver- 

ool of the National Veterinary Association. If they 

ound it necessary to vote a sum of money that would 
come up in due course. ; 

Mr. Taytor seconded this proposal, and it was 
carried. 

Mr. G. H. Locke submitted a letter from the Royal 
Sanitary Institute in reference to the Congress to be 
held at Bristol in July, 1906. The consideration of this 
maiter was deferred. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS, 

Mr. Taytor said he rose to suggest for the position of 
President a gentleman whom he felt sure would receive 
the full and unanimous support of every member of their 
Association. It was well known to all of them that 
next year will be a most important year, inasmuch as 
the National Veterinary Association is to visit the 
County Palatine. Further, there is to be a meeting of 
delegates of the various veterinary societies to consider 
the question of Parliamentary represention, and that 
meeting also will be held in the County Palatine. For 
these reasons they ought to elect a man in whom they 
had every confidence. Inasmuch as the National 
Veterinary Association meeting is to be held in Liver- 
pool the members of the Lancashire V.M.A. would no 
doubt be pleased, as a compliment, to elect one of their 
members practising in that city. He felt sure that when 
the name of the gentleman been mentioned they 
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would all feel that they had benefitted ny his views on 
matters affecting their interests. The gentleman he 
alluded to was Mr. Henry Sumner, of Liverpool. 
(Cheers.) He is a man of high standing, highly respected 
in his own city, and highly thought of by members of 
their own Association. They who resided outside the 
City of Liverpool would be glad to pay him the com- 
pliment by electing him as their President for the ensu- 
Ing twelve months, feeling sure that he would fulfil all 
the duties with due dignity. He had pleasure in sub- 
mitting the name of Mr. Henry Sumner for election as 
President. 

Mr. FAULKNER expressed the greatest readiness in 
seconding the proposal, because he felt they were only 
paying that which was due to their profession in Liver- 

ol and their own city. Their Society was called a 
Repsedhies Society, and the meetings were held in 
Manchester, but the members of their profession coming 
from Liverpool are a very important section, and there 
could be no two opinions as to Mr. Sumner’s title to the 

sition of President. He was known as one of the 

right and shining lights amongst the general practi- 
tioners, industrious, very practical, and from the scientific 
standpoint, one of the most progressive men of the day. 
In regard to the position, which he hoped would be 
accepted, he thought the Society would feel twelve 
months hence that they had not only honoured Mr. 
Sumner but their own Society, and the profession 
5 

Mr. WoLSTENHOLME desired to support the proposal. 
He thought in justice to the Society Mr. Sumner should 
be appointed, for he had been a continuous member for 
18 years. 

The proposal was then put to the meeting and carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. SuMNER, in reply, said that he felt overwhelmed 
with the flattering remarks made, and to refuse to accept 
the position which his good friends in Manchester had 
offered would be altogether graceless. If he could be of 
any service to the Association or fulfil any office for the 
welfare of the profession at large, it was not for him to 
say no. His actions possibly had been more before the 
public in the few later years than formerly. He had 
started ont in life with a determination that the lot of a 
veterinary surgeon should not suffer by his hands, and 
in being elected to the honourable position of President 
of the Lancashire V.M.A. he felt that he had friends 
who had appreciated that what he had done was for the 
general good. He sincerely and heartily thanked the 
meeting for the flattering response to the proposal of his 
election as President. 

Vice-Presidents.—The following gentlemen were elec- 
ted :—Mr. H. D. Cuortron, Manchester, proposed by 
Mr. G. H. Locke, and seconded by Mr. McKinna. Mr. 
Jas. W. INGRAM, Manchester, proposed by Mr. Wolsten- 
holme, and seconded by Mr. G. H. Locke. Mr. PAcKMAN, 
Bury, ex-officio. 

reasurer.~ Mr, Faulkner had pleasure in proposing 
their old and esteemed friend Mr. WotstENHOLME to 
this position. The work could not be in better hands. 
The work of auditing was a simple matter, owing to the 
excellent manner in which the accounts were kept. 

Mr. McKInna seconded the proposal, and observed 
that they had the right man in the right place. The pro- 
posal was carried unanimously. 

Mr. WoLsTENHOLME thanked the meeting for the re- 

newal of their confidence. 
_ Hon. See.—Mr. Packman said he had pleasure in ask- 
ing them to accept the name of their tried friend Mr. 
G. H. Locke. They knew what his services in the past 
had been and the amonnt of work involved in the 
position. 

Mr. Lawson had pleasure in seconding this. He 
thought the work was now being excellently done. The 
re-election was confirmed. 


Auditors.—Messrs. FAULKNER and CAMPBELL were 


appointed. Messrs. Packman and Taylor being proposer [ 


and seconder respectively. 
_ Mr. A. Lawson was elected a member of the Council 
in place of Mr. Sumner. 


r. PACKMAN desired to inform the Association ofan | 


invitation which he had received from the Medical 


Officer of Health tor the annual medical dinner held in 7% 
Manchester. He had accepted the invitation and they | 


would no doubt be pleased to hear of the cordial man- 
ner in which he had been received. Many expressions 
of opinion were made by different speakers as to the 
work that was being done for the country by the veteri- 
nary profession. 

he PRESIDENT also wished to refer to the honour 
conferred u ~ Prof. M’Fadyean in being made a Knight. 
On seeing the announcement in the paper he immediately 
wired congratulation. The Professor had replied ex- 
pressing his sincere thanks and stating that he considered 
the honour to be not so much a personal matter but a 
honour conferred upon the whole of their profession. 
Personally he (Mr. Packman) felt it to be an honour that 
Prof. M’Fadyean’s services have been recognised, for he 
is a man who has done a vast amount of research work. 
He moved that a letter of congratulation be sent in the 
name of their Association to Sir John M’Fadyean on his 
knighthood. 

Mr. STAFFORD JACKSON took it asa pleasure to second 
this proposition. He would like Sir John to know that 
he had the sympathy of the Liverpool University V.M.A. 
as well as of the members of the Lancashire V.M.A. 
Mr. Taylor supported the resolution, and it was carried. 

Mr. Woop said he had been asked to make an an- 
nouncement as to the course of lectures on hygiene at 
the Manchester University. The course will commence 
after the Christmas holidays, on one day per week, at al 
hour to be fixed to suit the convenience of members. 
The fee is £2 2 0. The Manchester University has ex- 
tended its hand to the veterinary profession in prowot- 
ing eon courses, and he thought that members 
would benefit by attending. It would at least show an 
appreciation of what the University had done for the 

rofession. Applications should be sent to Professor 
elépine, The ieee. Stanley Grove, Manchester, 
or to himself. 

Mr G. H. Locke read an extract from “The Veterit- 
ary News” of December 2nd, page 619, relative to the 
prospectus of the British Veterinary and Legal Aid A* 
sociation. He understood that a copy of the circular 
had been sent to every horse owner in Manchester. 

Mr. FAULKNER proposed that the matter be brouglit 
to the notice of the Registration Committee. Mr. Pack- 
man seconded. Carried. 


PATHOLOGICAL SPECIMEN. 


Mr. G. H. Locke submitted a dilated cesophast* 
taken from an old horse. The cesophagus was foun 
to contain six pounds of food. 


CHLOROFORMING A DirrIcuLT SUBJECT. 


Mr. WoLsTENHOLME gave particulars of a surgical cas 
for the removal of a scirrhous cord. The subject was 
six-year-old cart gelding, and was cast with hobble 

reliminary to admisistering chloroform. The horse, 

owever, struggled so violently that it appeared <j" 
unwise to administer chloroform, and there Was he 
minent risk of the animal injuring himself by his a : 
struggles. The horse was liberated and sent _ a 
work until a month later when, having prepared 4 
thing for the operation, the hobbles were again P" - 
as he stood and a rope was thrown from the near ad 
leg across the back. The chloroform muzzle ~~ a 
justed on the head and a full dose of chlorofortt pe a 
in the receptacle. The horse inhaled the anzsthe 


many seconds without moving, and on the first appe*"- 
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ance of excitement he was thrown but the hobbles were 
not drawn tight, whilst the head was simply kept down 
by an attendant. The struggles were only very slight 
and in a short space of time the horse was completely 
under the influence of the anzesthetic. The operation 
was then performed with ease. All that was done to 
secure the animal was that the near hind leg was drawn 
up to the shoulder with a rope after the manner of cas- 
tration. 
ANTHRAX 


Mr. WoLsTENHOLME: Some years ago Prof. M’Fad- 
yean brought under the notice of their profession a cer- 
tain colour re-action when treating films of anthrax 
blood with methylene stain, and he (Mr. Wolstenholme) 
thought they were indebted to the Professor for it. It 
was afterwards stated that a German professor had 
noticed the same thing, but the knowledge of it had not 
gravitated to England. Many men have tried this re- 
action and with varying success. Personally he had not 
tried it but a friend of his who had said that sometimes 
you got the re-action and sometimes you did not. He 
now exhibited a slide sent to him which showed with an 


ordinary light and white background this shading off 
from blue to purple which was also noticeable under the | 
microscope. 

Mr. Woops considered that Prof. M’Fadyean deserved 
great credit for this notification. He no discovered 
the reaction — the claims made by a German scien- 
tist. It should be pointed out that only certain blues 


give this stain, and the common blue does not give it. 
He believed that Prof. M’Fadyean has a mixture of 
several blues which bring out this colour reaction much 
more distinctly than any single blue. Its great signifi- 
cance and value is that if this reaction appears when 
staining with films of blood you might go into the witness 
box and swear that the animal had died from anthrax 
whether you could find the bacillus or not. 

Mr. PacKMAN said that he had had a conversation 
with Prof. M’Fadyean on the subject and he (the Pro- 
fessor) was very definite as to the certainty with which 
os could be diagnosed according to the different 
shades. 

Mr. WoLsTENHOLME pointed out that the blood ee 
men treated should only recently have been taken from 
the body. It would not stand fixing in the ordinary 
manner. If you get this shading off from blue to pur- 
- you may be sure you are getting the anthrax bacil- 
us, and though you have negative results, in the present 
light of our know ledge, one is scarcely justified in assum- 
ing that anthrax is not present. 

Mr. Taytor proposed, and Mr. Faulkner seconded, 
a cordial vote of thanks to the retiring President for the 
very courteous manner in which he had conducted the 
meetings of that Association during the last two years. 


_ The business of the Society had been excellently carried 


on under his presidency, and lustre had been added to 
the position. The vote of thanks was carried unani- 
mously. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1903. SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- Glanders Rabies. 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (including Cases [Sheep] = gwiae Fever. 
Period. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. | Scab. 
Out-| Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- Out-]| Out- | Slaugh- 
reaks| mals. mals. mals, Dogs. Other breaks. 
Grt.BRITAIN. Week ended Dec. 16} 25 | 27 | | 32 22 166 
1904 ..] 25 | 397 .. | 42 8 55 
Corresponding week in {1903 .. 16 17 23 76 28 142 
1902... 15 16 17 27 + 66 27 116 
Total for 50 weeks, 1905 | 931 1281 | 1165 | 1988 860 787 3684 
1904 .. | 975 1470 1463 2562 1265 1161 5457 
Corresponding period in 1903 .. | 732 1095 ° - 1403 2407 ja eh 1621 1453 7744 
1902 .. | 653 1000 1 120 1118 1985 13 12 1471 1633 7896 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Dec. 19. 1905. 
IRELAND. Week ended Dec. 9] .. | 17 | 
Corresponding Week in 1908 ..] .. 1 2 14 1 122 
1902 wis 17 3 15 
Total for 49 weeks, 1905... 8 | 8 28 | 99 301 | 48 | 1415 
1904 ..] 4 7 11 | 34] .. 428 180 | 4105 
Corresponding period in | 19038 .. 3 10 4 5 2 554 167 3995 
1902 10 43 547 163 3122 
Epizooti 
Pizootic Lymphangitis, Jan. 2 cases; Feb. 2; Mar. 10: May, 1; June, 7: July, 2: Week ending Sept.9, 1: Total 25 
~ hana of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Lreland, (Castle Street), Dublin, Dec. 14, 1905, 
‘—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As Diseased or Exposed to Infection, 
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IMPORTATION OF ANIMALS INTO FRANCE. 


The Board of Agriculture and Fisheries have been in- 
formed that difficulties have arisen at some of the French 
Channel ports owing to the fact that the formalities 
pana by the Decree of the 11th June, 1905, with 
regard to the importation into France of horses and 
an animals have not been complied with in Great 
Britain. 

The Board desire, therefore, to bring to the notice of 
all persons exporting horses, asses, cattle, sheep, goats, 
and pigs to France that the landing can only take place 
through certain specified Customs-houses. 

The stock must be accompanied by a certificate of 
origin from the administrative authority of the place 
from which they come, certifying that no contagious 
disease affecting animals of the species in question 
exists, or has existed, in that place during the preceding 
six weeks. The certificate must state the number and 
description of the animals, and should not have been 
issued more than three days before the despatch of the 
animals. Animals not accompanied by such a certificate 
or which are not presented with as little delay as possi- 
ble after the expiration of the voyage will be rejected. 
Cattle presented for importation into France will be sub- 
mitted to the tuberculin test, and for this purpose are to 
be kept under observation, at the expense of the impor- 
ters for forty-eight honrs at least. 

Fuller particulars were published in The Journal of the 
Board of Agriculture tor August, 1905. 


CRUELTY TO RAMS. 
Trst Case at DEREHAM. 


At Dereham Petty Sessions, before Mr. W. D. E. 
Bulwer (chairman) and Messrs. A. G. Copeman and 
T. B. F. Daniel, Robert Lirge, dealer, of Swanton Mor- 
ley, was charged by Inspector Craigen, R.S.P.C.A., with 
cruelty to two rams. Mr. Frank Jewson was for the 
prosecution, and Mr. E. A. Bracey for the defence. 

Mr. Jewson, in opening the case, explained that it was 
an exceptional one, the alleged cruelty being caused by 
an operation performed by defendant on two rams, one 
a hogget, and the other two or three years old. The 
younger ram was treated with a ligature, and the other 
with a steel clam. The instruments were placed on the 
rams on the 14th November, and were kept on until the 
Inspector’s visit on the 23rd November. The sheep 
were then in great pain. If this was an old custom, 
then it must be stamped out. The whole thing was 
absolutely abhorrent, and it was impossible to plead 
ignorance of cruelty. Operations on animals must be 
humanely performed, and with as little suffering as 
possible. 

Inspector Craigen and Mr. G. K. Wake, M.R.C.V.S. 
gave evidence of the animals’ condition. 

Mr. Bracey, for the defence, submitted that the 
operation was one common in the district, and said that 
defendant had many times before performed like opera- 
tions, and did not know them to be illagal, nor did he 
consider animals so treated suffered considerable pain, 
Unfortunately, after the instruments had been applied 
to the sheep, defendant met with a gun accident, which 
blew off two of his fingers, or the instruments would 
have been removed on the fourth day. He contended 
that defendant was not guilty of wanton cruelty, and he 
asked the Bench to dismiss the case. , 

The Bench imposed a fine and costs of £3, the Chair- 
man stating that if such a custom existed, it must cer- 
tainly be at once stamped out. The case had been 
treated more or less as a test one, and it was hoped all 
sheep owners in the connty would take a note of it.—- 
Eastern Daily Press. 


GLANDERS-—-PENALTY. 


At Marylebone, Frederick Brough Cameron, of the 
firm of F. B. Cameron and Co., coal merchants, of Pan- 
eras Road, N.W., was summoned by the London County 
Council for having in his possession at stables at Delan- 
cey Street, Camden Town, two horses that were affected 
with glanders, without giving notice to the police with 
all practicable; and William James Fraser, the foreman 
horsekeeper to the firm, was also summened as the 
person havirg the horses under his charge. Mr. Free- 
man Barrett, barrister, prosecuted; and Mr. Freke Pal- 
mer, solicitor, defended. 

Mr. Barrett mentioned that during the last five years 
the Council had spent about £60,000 in endeavouring 
to suppress this disease. Four persons had died from 
glanders within the last six months. The evidence 
showed that Mr. Cameron had several depéts in various 
ee of London, and had aboet 202 horses. In Septem- 

er last Mr. Alfred Broad, veterinary surgeon, and an 
inspector under the Diseases of Animals Act, paid a 
surprise visit to the stables at Delancey Street, 
and examined the 33 horses there. Two exhibited un- 
mistakable symptoms of glanders, symptoms that must 
have been visible for at least seven days. Other ani- 
mals there were also found to be affected. 

Mr. Freke Palmer pleaded that the defendants did not 
know that the horses had glanders, and pointed out that, 
in view of the large number of horses that Mr. Cameron 
possessed, it was obviously in his own interest to give 
notice and do all that he could to get rid of the glan- 
dered animals. 

Mr. Paul Taylor fined Mr. Cameron £20, with £26 5s. 
costs, and Yraser £5.—The Times. 


ACTION AGAINST AGAINST A VETERINARY 
SURGEON. 


ADVISING A CLIENT. 


At Bristol County Court on the 8th inst., before His 
Honour Judge Austin, an action was brought by Chas. 
Albert Best, market gardener, Kingswood, against Mr. 
C. Gregory, veterinary surgeon, to recover the sum 0 
£17 1s. 6d. for damages alleged to have been sustained 
by negligence on the part of the defendant. Mr. A. W. 
Taylor (Evans and Taylor) appeared for the plaintiff, 
and Mr. F. H. C. Wethered (instructed by Mr. J. 5 
nott) represented the defendant. ' 

Mr. Taylor said the plaintiff had a very good pory, but 
for business purposes he required a bigger animal to 
take camden into Bristol and take mannre back. He 
was offered a cob by a man named Simmonds, and nt 
tiff drove the animal out, but not being satisfied wit 
the way it went, he suggested a veterinary surged? 
should be called in, and Mr. Gregory was agreed upo" 
Mr. Gregory was seen on the 4th September, and plain 
tiff told him the exchange would be subject to his advice 
and opinion. Plaintiff told Mr. Gregory his pony Hick 
a good one, but that he wanted a stronger animal, whic 
would be able to haul a load of manure. _ Plainti “7 
Mr. Gregory that he had ridden behind the cob, but he 
was not satisfied with its back action, and 
wanted Mr. Gregory to particularly examine or “4 
behind. The cob was trotted up and down, and . the 
dant said he did not see much wrong except tha tion 
animal showed signs of work. Plaintiff drew atte it 
to the back action of the cob, and after looking Pos to 
defendant said the dropping action was not iff if he 
lameness, and was only a gait. He asked plaintt 
had some grass, and said it would be all right K 
rest. Upon this plaintiff agreed to the exchange. in 
had the cob home, but after it had been in his po nd of 
‘some little time it showed signs of lameness, @ 
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get rid of diseased carcases. (To plaintiff) Have you 


Mr. W. G. Darling 
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showing it to Mr. Frank Leigh, plaintiff was informed 
that } animal was suffering from bone spavin of long v —— College ot 
standing. 
the Mr. Wethered, on behalf of the defendant, said the eter macy Surgeons. 
-an- laintiff applied to have the cob examined. Mr.Gregory| At meetings of the Board of Examiners held in 
inty ound the cob suffering from enlargement of the fetlock| London on December 13th for the Written, and 
han and enlargement of the hock. He drew the attention | on and between the 14th and 16th inclusive for the 
‘ted of plaintiff to theenlargement, and said he could not|Q pals and Practicals, the followi tl 
vith certify the horse was sound, but, in his opinion, it was d ae, eS eee 
nan capable of doing steady work, and would be useful for passed their Final Examination: 
the the work plaintiff said he wanted it for. Feeling sure} Mr. J. O. Andrews Mr. W. J. Macauley 
ree- the horse was a useful one for steady work, defendant R. Branford . S. Martin 
Pal- bought it, and handed it over to the Globe Express E. Belcher B. A. MeGuire 
Company, who had been using itever since. It showed W. T. M. Browne D. C. Matheson 
ars no signs of lameness, and was regarded as a useful T. A. Blake R. W. Mellard 
ing animal. ; ' J. Godber * S. H. Nixon 
om _ After hearing evidence on both sides His Honour, B. M. Gunn ©. Taylor 
nce in giving judgment, said there was no imputation A. L. Horner A. Young. . 
the skill Gregory. The T. R. Lydford 
uestion was whether or not at the time he examin 
an this cob he did that which a reasonable and careful The following passed their Third Examination: 
La professional man would have done in advising a customer | Mr. H. Bone Mr. G. T. Mathews 
et, as to the condition of the animal. Judgment must J. H. Crane * R. C. Moore 
In- be for the plaintiff for the amount claimed, with costs. A. F. Castle W. J. Phillips 
ist F. B. Greer E. D. Sewell 
ni- F. E. Jones C. H. Strachan 
© CLAIM FOR A DOG’S CARCASE. P. G. Ledger A. E. Webber 
at, At Bow County Court on Wednesday, Richard William The following passed their Second Examination. 
on Mitchell, a clerk, of 102 Farman Avenue, Forest Road, | Mr. D. Anderson Mr. R. C. Mathews 
ve Walthamstow, brought an action to recover £2 from C. 8. Addison A. L. Moline 
‘L- Charles Skelton, F.R.C.V.S., of Althorp Infirmary, High A. Akin Higgins E. Middleton 
Road, Leyton. Mr. A. A. Robinson appeared for the W. T. L. Bright D. Okell 
58, defendant. ; W. E. Footner J. H. V. Treseder 
The claim was made in respect to a dog which the J. N. Glass H. W. Townson 
= plaintiff had taken to Mr. Skelton’s infirmary for treat- W. Jones W. H. Wardrop 
- ry onday, Sept. 25th, but on the followin - . ‘. eee 
Y nesday when he ter there to enquire about ic on The following passed their First Examination : 
Was informed that the dog wasdead and the body had been Mr. R. M. Aulton Mr. G, L. V. Ingram * 
taken to the public destructor and destroyed. _ Plaintiff B. R. Body W. D. Jordon 
is objected to this proceeding, and when he called on Mr. J. B. Buxton E. P. Offord 
: Skelton at a later date and asked him about it, he said A. W. Brasnett U. F. Richardson 
; It was the custom to get rid of dead dogs as quickly as D. H. Dimes * G. Wacher 
if possible, Witness said he would have liked the carcase, 1D. A. Horsford * (Edin.) 
d claimed £2 in lieu of it. Arruur W. Hitt, Secretary. 
7 ‘ r. Robinson : Don’t you know that the dog had fever} 10 Red Lion Square, W.C. 
: when admitted to the infirmary and that it died from 
typhoid '—Well, it was his duty to inform me. ‘ ; 
. - if you had known that the dog died from typhoid| At meetings of the Board of Examiners held in 
‘ ’ ra you have wanted the carcase to have it stuffed !— | Liverpool on December 13th for the Written, and 
: Papen th know that the dog has died. on 19th for the Oral and Practical portions, the 
e bane srinteanek” did die of typhoid.—Well, I] following gentlemen passed their final examina- 
- Mr. Robinson : It died from typhoid. He has 30 or 40 tion and have been admitted Members of the Royal 
; dogs in the yard, and he is henal y the sanitary laws to College of Veterinary Surgeons:— 
Mr. A. J. O'Leary 


any ’—I have. 
i¢ you want to take the carcase of such a dog into 
ag say it was his duty to tell me heat it. 
when the 4 H. Skelton gave evidence to the effect that 
Satine foo % Was admitted to the infirmary it was suf- 
the in put in the isolation portion of 
nant tweheix’ ied on the Wednesday from malig- 
ima : Were its teeth dropping out when ad- 
Are you bee It was in a very poisonous state. 
dead if th ound to get rid of them directly they are 
The le ey are malignant cases !—Yes. 
more a Registrar said he did not wish to hear any 
e dog sora, but a witness was called to prove that 
plaintiff tot ee The learned Registrar said the 
hat the do : solutely no case unless he could prove 
dead, so red was alive. The evidence was that it was 
costs, € would be judgment for defendant, with 


H. R. Laycock J. Sheftield 
G. H. Petch 
The following passed their Third examination : 
Mr. E. Greenway * | Mr. J. G. Runciman 
The following passed their Second Examination : 


Mr. C. 8. Elphick Mr. J. Lyle 
Rk. L. C. Forrest | W. Simister 
R. Hopps | G. T. Henderson 


The following passed their First Exami ation : 

Mr. H. Beckett t Mr. C. F. Doorly 
J. A. Cunningham J. Holroyd 
Bens. SUMNER, 
Secretary to the Board of Examiners. 

Liverpool, Dec. ;19. 

Marked thus t+ passed with First Honours. 
* passed with 2nd Class Honours, 
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ALLEGED BREACH OF WARRANTY. 


In the Norwich County Court on Tuesday, Dec. 19th, 
before the Deputy-Judge (Mr. W. P. Eversley), a claim 
was brought by Samuel Winter, the younger, baker, St. 
Augustine’s, to recover from Harry Taylor, horse dealer, 
£11 3s. 10d., for breach of warranty of horse. 

Mr. Keefe said p'aintiff purchased from defendant on 
October 20th last a bay cob, for which he paid £14. The 
animal was warranted to be all right, but it turned out 
to be useless for work on account of its having greas 
heels. Plaintiff was compelled to get rid of the ace | 
and on being sold at Messrs. Spelman’s sale on Novem- 
bers 18th realised £6 7s. 2d. The amount now claimed 
represented the difference in the sum for which the 
horse was bought by plaintiff and the amount it fetched 
at the sale, and in addition the cost of a week’s keep, 
two weeks hire of another horse to do plaintiff's work, 
and a veterinary surgeon’s fee for examining the 
animal. 

Harry Winter, job master, of St. Augustine’s, brother 
of the plaintiff, said in October last he saw defendant 
on the Hill with a horse and cart. Witness stopped 
him and said, “ Have you a good sort of horse to sell. I 
don’t want it myself, but [ want one for my brother.” 
Defendant invited witness to get into the cart and try 
the horse he had. Witness did so, and he drove the 
animal to St. Catherine’s Plain, and then returned to the 
Hill. Defendant said the horse was all right, and wit- 
ness agreed to purchase for £14. Witness offered to 
write “sound” «n the back of the cheque. The horse 
went home to his brother’s that afternoon. The follow- 
ing Tuesday witness took the animal to be shod. 
Leathers were put on between the iron and the hoof. The 
animal’s heels were cracked, and it was lame. Two days 
after witness saw defendant in Magdalen Street, and 
told him the animal was not as he had represented. 
Defendant replied that it would be all right. The 
animal was “ physicked,” but it showed no improvement, 
and on the following Saturday witness sent it back to 
defendant’s stable. Taylor, however, sent it back at 

night, and the man left it tied to the shop door. 

Cross-examined : Witness gave me the opportunity of 
putting on the back of the cheque, “sound,” or “all 
right,” but believing Taylor to be a straightforward 
dealer, witness was satisfied with having the words, 
“good harness horse” on the back of the cheque. Wit- 
ness was a novice at horse buying, and he trusted to 
Taylor, with whom he had had previous dealings. The 
animal was lame and had cracked or greasy heels. He 
was not aware that a horse might get cracked heels after 
two days provided it was not properly taken care of. 

The Deputy-Judge: Did you examine the animal’s 
feet and legs ?—-No, defendant said, “ He may have a 
cracked heel.” 

So you knew the animal had a cracked heel when you 
bought it (—Taylor did not say it had a cracked heel 
but that it might have. ‘ 

Yes, but a man would not say that of a horse which he 
was selling unless it were true. 

Samuel Winter, the younger, the plaintiff, said that 
when his brother brought him the horse he said, “ I 
think you will find this a good straight little cob,” Tay- 
lor’s man, who was also there, added, “ Yes, and accord- 
ing to what Taylor said, you will find that all right and 
suitable for your job.” He considered the words “ eood 
harness cob,” which he placed on the back of the cheqne 
a sufficient precaution. The animal was placed in a 
loose box by itself. On the following Monday morning 
the horse was sent out with about 44 ewt. load. On re. 
turning from the round, witness’s man, Barnes, said 
“That cob goes a bit funny to me. It goes rather feel. 
ing.” The animal was taken out again in the afternoon 
and on the Tuesday, but oi: each occasion witness’ man 
complained. As the horse was very lame it was notsent 


ont again Heexamined the animal and found it had 
very bad cracked heel, while there was also a big swella 
ing under the forearm of the off fore leg. ‘ 

James Barnes, an employée of the plaintiff, said that 
on the Monday when he took the horse out it went 
“very feeling.” On the following day he had some diff- 
culty to get the horse out of the stable. On the round 
that day witness examined the animal and found its 
heels open. There was a swelling on the leg which 
bursted. The horse did not go out again until the Satur- 
day, but on that day witness had great trouble with it, 
as it was very lame. The animal was a good driving 
horse, but was not fit for work. 

Cross-examined— Witness denied driving the horse out 
the day before it was returned to defendant. 

George Strudwick, a horsekeeper, of Calvert Street, 
also gave evidence as to the animal’s condition. 

Mr. G. Mayall, veterinary surgeon of this City, said 
he was called by plaintiff to see the horse on Nov. 18th. 
The animal had gaping heels, the edges of the cracks 
were thickening, and there was a considerable amount of 
discharge. There was also a discharge of the fore-arm 
of the off leg. The animal was unfit for work. The 
cracks were exceedingly bad ones. He understood by 
the term, “ good harness horse,” an animal which was 
sound in wind and eyes and free from lameness. 

Cross-exainined—He had very little doubt that the 
animal was suffering from cracked heels when it was 
sold to plaintiff. 

If you had the opportunity of having the full warrant, 

“ sound,” instead of “good harness horse” given wit 
an animal you were purchasing, you would take care, 
would you not, to avail yourself of the offer ’—It 
would all depend upon the man I was dealing with. 
(Laughter.) 

The Deputy-Judge : As a veterinary surgeon, would 
you say a horse with a cracked heel was sound !—No, I 
should not. 

A horse might be a good harness horse, and yet not 
be sound ?—That is so. 

Mr. Keefe : But a good harness horse means one free 
from lameness ?—Certainly. 

Defendant, on being aia, said that on October 28th 
he took the cob on to Castle Meadow to sell. Several 
dealers examined and began to bid for it, and amongst 
them was plaintiff’s brother, who asked how much he 
wanted forit. Witness told him £15, and Winter drove 
it just to try it. When he returned he asked abouta 
warranty, and witness replied, “I sell it a quiet a0 
good harness horse.” Nothing was said about it being 
all right or sound. To the best of witness’ beiief the 
horse was a good harness one. He gave £18 when . 
purchased it a few months previously. _ It did severa 
journeys for him in the country, and had been used_ for 
carting fish from the station. Witness never notle 
any lameness about it, nor any crack in the heels. — 
tiff kept the horse a fortnight before he returned It. 
Plaintiff called to see him several times about the hors, 
but he was not at home. 

Cross-examined : He understood a good harness horse 
to mean a workable horse. He had sold a good. ng 
horses under a similar warranty. The expression , 
Spelman’s catalogue, “ good harness horse“ sight! 
horse “sound in wind and eyes, and not lame. sald 
drove the horse once or twice in the week before he o" 
it to plaintiff. On the day before the sale he drove: 
to the station and back, but he could have drive 
forty miles if he had wanted. 

Mr. Keefe: Very probable, and you would n 
sold it the nextday. (Laughter.) wat- 

Did you get a letter from me stating that ynnot . 
ranted the horse “all right?”—Yes, but I di 
warrant it. I sell according to cheque. amined 

Witness, continuing, said he had the horse 
by a veterinary on the day it was put in at Spel? 


He 


ot have 
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The Deputy-Judge : Are you perfectly certain that on 
the day in question, when you sold the cob, you did not 
say anything about it being “all right.”—-I am. 

Edward Lovick said he sold the cob to defendant in 
June for £18. It was a very good horse. It did not 
suffer from cracked heels at that time. Witness was 
present when the defendant sold the cob in October to 
plaintiff. Plaintiff ran his hands down the legs, felt 
round the coronets, and lifted up the feet. Had the 
animal had cracked heels, plaintiff must have discovered 
the fact. 

Cross-examined : There was a nice bit of hair about 
the animal’s legs. Plaintiff examined the horse outside 
the Pheasant Cock public house, and he was five minutes 
feeling about the cob. 

Henry Jefferies, dairyman, of Prince of Wales Road, 
and a horse dealer, said he was among those who bid for 
the cob on October 28th. Witness bid £13 10s. for it. 
He personally examined it and found nothing the mat- 
ter with it. 

The Deputy-Judge : I am glad you did not buy it. 

Jack Harrow, a horse-keeper, said he groomed the 
horse on the morning when it was sold to the plaintiff, 
and he did not then see anything the matter with it. 

Mr. Keefe : Then do you say the cob was all right ?— 


es, 

Is that what Taylor said on the Hill ?—Yes. 

Mr. Harry Low, veterinary surgeon, St. Giles’s Street, 
deposed to examining the animal at Taylor’s instruction, 
after it was sold at Spelmans. The cob had very bad 
heels, An affection of the skin caused the cracks to be 
more marked than was ordinarily the case with cracked 
_ Cracked heels might occur in a very short space 
-of time. 

The a udge said he was not at all sure that he 
had had the full truth told him in this case. After 
reviewing the evidence, Mr. Eversley said he was not 
Satisfied that on the day when the horse was sold to 

laintiff it answered the description of “a good harness 
horse,” because lameness ensued a very short time after 
it was put to work. There would be judgment for plain- 
tiff for £10 3s. 10d. and costs.—Kastern Evening News. 


REVIEW. 


“ESSENTIALS OF PHystoLoGy For VETERINARY STU- 
DENTS."—By D. Paton, M.D., B.Sc., F.R.C.P.,Ed. 
(Edinburgh and London: William Green & Sons, 1905.) 


, = title of this work, and the known qualifications 
fea author , Will secure it full consideration from stu- 
eel] ad teachers alike. We think it will be found 
etul to both, and we hope, in the course of time, to 
See it become more so. 
. i avowed aim, as stated in the preface, is “to give 
of general physiology and of the special 
a ogy of the domestic animals in a form suitable to 
nary ee of students and practitioners of veteri- 
pr these icine.” The author does not claim to have 
posely « an exhaustive treatise, and, indeed, has pur- 
in a ana much matter, which, though fully treated 
able lenc wort, 1s frequently dealt with at consider- 
text books on physiology. 
neceagar od Is entered upon no more than is absolutely 
ogy— iz ; Teproduction—including, of course, embryo- 
student jg tr ered in one short chapter only; while the 
ysiolooy ” tequently referred to Schiifer’s “ Practical 
and the author’s own volume on “ Chemi- 
0 be used _ —both of which are evidently intended 
ally as conjunction with the present work, especi- 
" practical work. 
arranged pom may be summarised as being a_ well- 
ledge regardi well-wr itten résumé of the present know- 
veterinary pron the most important departments, to the 
“udent, of the vast subject of physiology. 


It must be admitted that Dr. Paton has made excel- 
lent use of the 410 pages—exclusive of index—-which he 
has allowed himself, but we are inclined to think that 
the book, on the whole, distinctly suffers from the con- 
densation of so much material into so comparatively 
small a space. 

The illustrations and diagrams are numerous and good, 
though, in the section ae nervous system, we should 
have liked to see the equine brain figured, in addition to 
the human one. The important subject of digestion is 
treated from a purely veterinary point of view, and this 
fact alone gives the book a great advantage over any 
text book of human physiology. 

We fully expect to see the volume pass beyond this, 
its first, edition ; and we hope that it author may then 
be induced to still further increase its usefulness by re- 
producing it in an enlarged and extended a, — 


Mr. T. M. InGuis, M.R.C.V.S., Forfar, who has charge 
of the oes Grange Estate Stud, the property of Jas. 
Duncan, Esq., has sold to Messrs. Guinness & Co., the 
famous Dublin brewers, a Clydesdale gelding of the 
very best class. The price paid by the Messrs. Guinness 
for this horse was a loug way into the three figures. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


Extract from London Gazette, 
War OrriceE, PALL MALL, Dee. 19. 


Captain Harry B. Knight retires receiving a gratuity. 
Dated 20th Dec., 1905. 


OBITUARY. 


GeorGcE Tart, M.R.C.V.S., Elgin. 
Graduated, 1848, Edin: Jan., 1880. 


A native of Coupar-Angus, Mr. Tait was born in 1827, 
his father, George Tait, being a veterinary surgeon at 
Meigle. After qualifying in 1848, Mr. Tait went north 
to Portsoy, as assistant to his uncle, Joseph Tait. He 
remained there only about four months. At Keith he 
acquired a good practice and remained for six years, 
and went to Elgin in 1854, where he soon made a large 
practice, and for many years was the only veterinary 
surgeon in the county. His oldest son, George, quali- 
fied in 1872, and became a partner. On the death of 
his son in 1891, Mr. Clement Baxter was engaged as 
assistant, and aftera time, was taken into partnership. 
Mr. Baxter married Mr. Tait’s second daughter. The 
deceased came by an accident about two years ago, and 
was disabled from duty for about three months. He 
was troubled with rheumatism afterwards, but pluckily 
continued to practice, till he was altogether laid aside 
some months ago. Mr. Tait was recognised as a very 
skilful veterinary surgeon, and in addition to his large 
practice in Morayshire was frequently called to cases in 
the adjoining counties of Inverness, Banff, and Nairn. 
He was extremely well liked by all classes of the stock- 
owning community, whose complete confidence he re- 
tained to the last, Mr. Tait issurvived by two sons and 
four daughters.—V.B.A. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


SIMMONDS v. SHEATHER. 


Sir, 

It appears to me that this action, so well reported in the 
last two numbers of The Veterinary Record, might be the 
means of elucidating a good deal of the hidden mysteries 
of coarse hocks andspavins. A number of experts on the 
one side aver that the mare has an unmistakable spavin 
on each hock and is therefore unsound, whilst, on the 


other, men, equally eminent, affirm that these abnormali- 
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ties are due only toa somewhat exaggerated development of 
healthy bone, and are rather a good feature than otherwise. 

We, all of us, frequently meet with hocks which may be 
either coarse or spavined according to the individual opinion 
of the examiner who, I suppose, usually bases his verdict 
mainly on three considerations ; firstly, as to whether the 
hock action is natural; secondly, as to whether the pro- 
tuberances exactly agree as to size, extent, and situation, 
and thirdly from the information which will be imparted to 
him by the indescribable something which is conveyed to his 
educated sense of touch. 

But how many of us are there who are ever able to 
verify our diagnosis? Which of us is correct—we who 
‘** pass ’’ a pair of coarse hocks to-day, or the man who re- 
jects them as spavined to-morrow ? 

I have no doubt that if a veteriuary friend were to discuss 
this particular case with the expert witnesses for the plain- 
tiff, he would be told ‘* My dear fellow, you never saw a 
more unmistakable case of spavin in your life,’’ even if he 
were not assured that ‘‘ you could hang your hat onthem.’’ 
On the other side—‘‘ The hocks were the soundest I ever 
saw, with just that nice boldness above them that one so 
much likes to feel.’’ And, if the mare were examined by 
all the veterinary surgeons in the kingdom, approximately 
the same balance of opinion would be forthcoming ; for it is 
the old, old story so much in evidence in medical as in 
veterinary affairs. 

I venture, however, to think, sir, that without any 
special intention of ascertaining which of these bona-jide 
opinions is the correct one, we can all learn a great deal, and 
have some fun into the bargain, by a very simple expedient 
as follows :— 

1. Let Mr. Sheather be asked to put a price on the mare 
which shall be paid out of a fund subscribed by veterinary 
surgeons who would like to try their luck. 

2. The mare to remain at some place in London for, 
say, @ month, in order that country practitioners may have 
ample time in which to examine her. 

3. A written opinion from each one examining her to be 
delivered to some appointed person. 

4. The mare to be slaughtered at an appointed time in 
the presence of a small Committee of veterinary patho- 
logists, whose duty it should also be to suitably prepare the 
bones of the hocks and pronounce as to their freedom from 
spavin or otherwise. 

There is nothing novel in this suggestion except, perhaps, 
so far as concerns its being made an open event, and it 
could, of course, be moditied in any way considered advis- 
able. For instance, the purchase price of the mare having 
been fixed, she could be exhibited at half a dozen veterinary 
medical meetings, the members of which would “pay their 
money and take their choice’”’ (the larger the number of 
subscribers the less the individual contribution,) 

In order to avoid invidiousness, the result of the post- 
mortem would not be made public, but would be known 
only to subscribers. Opinions have so long been divided on 
this important question—do let us give the saucepan a 
chance.—Your obedient servant, 

Trevor F. Spencer, M.R.C.V.S. 

Kettering, Dec. 9. 


i PARLIAMENTARY REPRESENTATION. 
ir, 
It seems to me that your correspondent ‘‘ E. K, H.” 

be very fairly described as an old hand,”’ for he pod 
shown his skill in putting the question in a seductive form. 
The only possible answer is, yes. But that “ yes.”’ is not 
the whole truth. I believe we should all rejoice to see a 
fitting representative in Parliament. We do not all. nor 
anything like all of us, believe that a Parliamentary repre- 
sentative is the only means, nor even the best means of 
safeguarding our interests. And if we neglect other and 
more sure methods of effecting Parliamentary pressure to 
go “bald headed”’ for this veterinary member idea, we are 
quite likely to find ourselves worse off in the end than at 
the beginning. Mr. John Jurns and Mr. Keir Hardy may 
be suitable representatives for a Labour party. Could we 
as a profession, afford to be represented by a member 
promiscuous with his aspirates and uncertain in his gram- 
mer? Yet it is by no means impossible that that is where 


we may be landed—considering all the difficulties of the 
situation. 

Some of the members who speak and write on the sub- 
ject seem to hold very limited views on representative 
government. One can anticipate ‘“E. K. H.’’ following his 
“‘ves or no’’ dodge with a “delegate’’ who is to say only 
what he is told. 

I think that the most level-headed discussion on the sub- 
ject I have yet read was that at the Southern Counties 
meeting at Brighton [Veterinary Record, July 29th, p. 72). 
It reminded me of a tale which used to be current in the 
Navy ports in the last days of the ‘“‘ wooden walls ”’ which 
ran thuswise:—A petty officer was sent ashore to the 
Captain’s house on ship business, and as he had to wait, 
the Captain’s lady suggested spirituous refreshment, and 
asked if he would like it ‘neat,’’ or as grog or punch. The 
reply came—‘ Thank ye, marm, I'd like a drop short nov, 
and the glass o’ grog while you’re mixin the punch.’’ Now 
such a sequence might well be applied to our Parliamentary 
business, and it was something very like it that was proposed 
at the Southern Counties meeting. 

The following are taken from The Live Stock Journal and 
The British Medical Journal, They may be worth a pass- 
ing glance as indicating the views and methods of bodies 
more numerous and more powerful than veterinary 
surgeons. 

“Lord Onslow says the reason why in recent years the 
House of Commons has given so little attention to agricul- 
tural matters is that ‘ there is so little organisation among 
farmers, and so little is done by them to impress those who 
represent them in Parliament with their needs and desires. 
All classes interested in the cultivation of the soil should 
make clear to their representatives the conditions upon 
which they will continue to support them, and pertinaciously 
to press their needs on Parliament. The Government 
yielded where the pressure was greatest, and it was only 
those who made their wants known in the most importunate 
manner who were heeded.’’—L.S./J. 

‘* May I suggest that it would be wise on the part of the 
divisions to take the first opportunity possible to ascertain 
the views of the men who will stand, in all probability, for 
Parliament in their respective areas at the next election? 
The importance and complexity of the measures which the 
representative meeting requested us to put before candi- 
dates demand that the gentlemen in question should be 
given time in which to study them. It is obvious that the 
rush and strain of a General Election will not permit of 
that educating process which is one of the first objects tobe 
aimed at. I think that our success at Hampstead may ? 
attributed to the fact that our interviews with the cand: 
dates have taken place before the.acute stages of the election 
came on.’’—B.M.J. 

The Meat traders, too, who are particularly capable of 
taking care of their interests, are urging their members to 
enquire the views of local candidates, and to vote scoot 
ingly. This is all representative government on the mos 
practical, but most selfish basis. They don’t care 4 — 
anathema what crank or partisan they send to Parliamen 
so long as he will grind their axes. 

If this Veterinary Member idea is carried through ee 
strongly of opinion that the younger men of the — 
will do it. The qualifications for the undertaking : 
theirs. In this connection I would commend to rj eer 
some of the wisdom of private Mulvany ;—‘ He sal 


ith ’on account 
the young soldier is the best to work with ‘0 Wud fifty 


the surpassing innocinse av the child .. - - - Shark? 
seasoned sodgers have taken Lungtunpen 10 
No! Two hunder’ might have doue ut! But the 


n0 
year-olds know little an’ care less; an’ where there’s » 
fear, there’sno danger. ..... They tuk 
nakid ; an’ they’d take St. Pethersburg in their dhra 
Begad, they would that ! ’’—Yours etc., 

Dec. 14. 


Crusty. 


—— 


JA. 

CoMMUNICATIONS AND PAPERS 
Todd, G.H. Locke, G. H. Livesey, E. L. 
“Crusty,” “A Country Vet.’”’ List of “ passe 
pool Univ. Vet, School (unsigned). ‘1 
The Express and Star (Birmingham), he Daily 
(New Orleans), The Observer. 
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